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Buried Child


by 


Sam Shepard











PLOT


The setting is a squalid farm home occupied by a family filled with suppressed violence and an unease born of deep-seated unhappiness. The characters are a ranting alcoholic grandfather; a sanctimonious grandmother who goes on drinking bouts with the local minister; and their sons, Tilden, an All-American footballer now a hulking semi-idiot; and Bradley, who has lost one leg to a chain saw. Into their midst comes Vince, a grandson none of them recognizes or remembers, and his girlfriend, Shelly, who cannot comprehend the madness to which she is suddenly introduced. The family harbors a dark secret: years earlier the grandfather, Dodge, had buried an unwanted newborn baby in an undisclosed spot, creating a cloud of guilt which is dispelled only when Tilden unearths the child's mummified remains and carries it upstairs to his mother. His act purges the family, at last, of its infamy and suggests the perhaps slim possibility of a new beginning under Vince, whose separation from the others has spared him the curse of their sin.  








CHARACTERS


DODGE - is Halie’s husband and father of Bradley and Tilden.  It is suggested that he has become an alcoholic because of his guilt in killing Halie and Tilden’s child.  Consequently, he lies on the living room couch watching television and yelling at anyone who interrupts.  His bitter and sarcastic remarks are a failed attempt to re-establish his place as the head of the household. 


TILDEN - is the oldest of Bradley and Halie’s children.  His parents had high hopes for him as an “all-American” football star.  However, after his apparent incestuous affair with his mother, he became almost retarded.  The shock of his mother’s abuse and the birth and death of their child put him in a child-like state of dependency.  The guilt of the buried secret causes him to spend the entire play looking for his dead child, all the while finding crops instead. 


BRADLEY - is Dodge and Halie’s middle son who seems to have received the least attention and respect from his parents.  As an adult, Bradley has an unclear status in his parents’ house.  Although he no longer lives with them, he visits often.  He has become a mean, sometimes violent, bully.  For example, he cuts his father’s hair while he sleeps; leaving him with bald patches and cuts on his scalp. 


FATHER DEWIS - is the local minister of the town.  He spends his time going drinking with Halie.  It could be argued that he was the father of Halie’s dead son, Ansel, because of his persistence in raising a statue for him and gratification of his memory.  Although he pretends to be the leader of his sheep, he is of no real help when Halie asks him for help with her family. 








CHARACTERS (CONT.)


HALIE - is the loneliest of the characters.  She lives in a fantasy of modesty while cheating on her husband, Dodge, with the local minister and possibly others.  Her worst sin was sexually abusing her son, Tilden, and having a child by him.  It could be argued that Dodge’s insensitivity and alcoholism turned her to other men and that his murdering of her child also drove her to hidden alcoholism. 


VINCE - is Tilden’s forgotten son.  He stops by the house for a surprise visit and finds that no one remembers him.  Since he has been away for so long, he is the only one who does not live with the guilty secret.  At first, he tries to make things right with his family, but then he abandons his girlfriend, Shelly, to go on a drinking binge.  Although he could purify the family with a new start, his choice of abandoning his partner and his refuge in alcohol are similar to the behaviors of Dodge and Halie’s.  This could signify that there is no saving this family and that they will continue to act the same way through the generations. 


SHELLY - is Vince’s girlfriend and an innocent by-standard of the madness she witnesses.  Vince leaves her in the house after just minutes of arriving and must deal with his betrayal, Bradley and Dodge’s bullying, and Halie’s threats.  She seems to want to make the best out of the situation, but is engulfed by the mystery of the house. 











SETTING


The entire play takes place in the living room of this Midwestern family’s farm home.  The furniture, lighting, and mood are parallel to Dodge (who seems almost part of the setting); they are old, sad, and almost forgotten.  It seems as if anyone who enters the house is infected with its madness and haunting secret. 








Byron, Maria, Carrie





THEMES


The idea of the American Dream permeates nearly all of Shepard’s plays and is used as a criticism of contemporary American society in Buried Child.  In this dark vision of the American Midwest, Shepard presents the disintegration of the American family.  In this play, his view of America in the late-twentieth century is one of selfish, brutal hypocritical tyrants who care little for one another and are mainly interested in physical pleasures and power over others. 


Human suffering – incest, murder, deceit, rebirth








SAM SHEPARD (1943- )


In high school, he took little interest in his classes, but read poetry and played drums in a garage band. Samuel Beckett's play Waiting for Godot, which he read as a teenager, was a revelation for his own work. Especially Shepard's early plays show absurdist influence. 


Shepard studied agriculture at San Antonio Junior College, but after a year he joined a touring company of actors. Later he was appointed playwright-in-residence at the Magic Theatre in San Francisco. At the age of 19 he settled in New York, where he changed his name from Steve Rogers to Sam Shepard. He supported himself by serving tables at the Village Gate, and pursued his theatrical interests. His first complete play, COWBOYS, was autobiographical, and received good review in The Village Voice. Shepard's reputation was built with a series of one act-plays, produced in off-off Broadway theatres. After receiving a Rockefeller Foundation grant and a Guggenheim grant, Shepard become a full-time writer. 


In the 1965-66 season, Shepard won Village Voice newspaper's Obie awards for his plays CHIGACO, ICARUS'S MOTHER, and RED CROSS. 


With the rock singer Patti Smith he collaborated on the rock opera Cowboy Mouth (1971), which was premiered in Edinburgh, Scotland. Despite the critical acclaim of MAD DOG BLUES (1971), Shepard left New York and moved with his wife and son to England, where he lived until 1974. He wrote several medium-length plays that were success on both sides of the Atlantic, among others THE TOOTH OF CRIME (1972), a musical-fantasy about an outlaw-rock star which was staged at the Open Space Theatre in New York, and GEOGRAPHY OF A HORSE DREAMER (1974), a mystery about a young cowboy, produced at the Royal Court and directed by Shepard. 


In the mid-1970s Shepard wrote in California the plays that secured his reputation - CURSE OF THE STARVING CLASS (1976), and the Pulitzer Prize-winning BURIED CHILD (1979). The play opened at the Magic Theater in San Francisco on June 27, 1978. It was later produced in New York City at the Theater for New York City, from where it moved to Off-Broadway Theater de Lys in Greenwich Village. 


Often Shepard's characters are deprived of their dreams and sense of continuity. His plays express a sense of loss, nostalgia for the original rural world and the national myths, destroyed by pragmatism, money and power. In the modern world, the connection between myth, land, community, and a feeling of purpose in life had been broken. All we have, Shepard has said, is "ideas that don't speak to our inner self at all..."


A LIE OF THE MIND (1986), a poetic look at the American West, won New York Drama Critics Circle Award. In 1986 Shepard was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters. Among his works from the 1990s are SIMPATICO (1994), which he started to write while he was driving to Los Angeles, and CRUISING PARADISE (1996), which contains 40 short stories exploring the themes of solitude and loss of angry and anguished men. After a pause of 20 years, Shepard directed his new play, THE LATE HENRY MOSS (2000) in San Francisco at the Magic Theatre, starring Nick Nolte, Sean Penn, and James Gammon. 








OTHER PLAYS by SHEPARD


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1964" \o "1964" �1964� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cowboys" \o "Cowboys" �Cowboys� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1964" \o "1964" �1964� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Rock_Garden&action=edit" \o "The Rock Garden" �The Rock Garden� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1965" \o "1965" �1965� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_%28disambiguation%29" \o "Chicago (disambiguation)" �Chicago� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1965" \o "1965" �1965� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Icarus%27s_Mother&action=edit" \o "Icarus's Mother" �Icarus's Mother� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1965" \o "1965" �1965� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/4-H_Club" \o "4-H Club" �4-H Club� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1966" \o "1966" �1966� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Cross_%28disambiguation%29" \o "Red Cross (disambiguation)" �Red Cross (disambiguation)� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1967" \o "1967" �1967� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Turista" \o "La Turista" �La Turista� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1967" \o "1967" �1967� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cowboys" \l "2" \o "Cowboys" �Cowboys #2� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1967" \o "1967" �1967� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Forensic_%26_the_Navigators&action=edit" \o "Forensic & the Navigators" �Forensic & the Navigators� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1969" \o "1969" �1969� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Unseen_Hand&action=edit" \o "The Unseen Hand" �The Unseen Hand� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1969" \o "1969" �1969� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oh%21_Calcutta%21" \o "Oh! Calcutta!" �Oh! Calcutta!� (contributed sketches) 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1970" \o "1970" �1970� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Holy_Ghostly&action=edit" \o "The Holy Ghostly" �The Holy Ghostly� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1970" \o "1970" �1970� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Sidewinder_%28play%29" \o "Operation Sidewinder (play)" �Operation Sidewinder� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1971" \o "1971" �1971� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mad_Dog_Blues&action=edit" \o "Mad Dog Blues" �Mad Dog Blues� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1971" \o "1971" �1971� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Back_Bog_Beast_Bait&action=edit" \o "Back Bog Beast Bait" �Back Bog Beast Bait� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1971" \o "1971" �1971� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cowboy_Mouth_%28play%29" \o "Cowboy Mouth (play)" �Cowboy Mouth� (co-written with � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patti_Smith" \o "Patti Smith" �Patti Smith�) 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1972" \o "1972" �1972� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Tooth_of_Crime&action=edit" \o "The Tooth of Crime" �The Tooth of Crime� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1975" \o "1975" �1975� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Action" \o "Action" �Action� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1978" \o "1978" �1978� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curse_of_the_Starving_Class" \o "Curse of the Starving Class" �Curse of the Starving Class� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1978" \o "1978" �1978� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tongues_%28play%29" \o "Tongues (play)" �Tongues� (co-written with � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Chaikin" \o "Joseph Chaikin" �Joseph Chaikin�) 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1977" \o "1977" �1977� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buried_Child" \o "Buried Child" �Buried Child� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1980" \o "1980" �1980� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/True_West_%28play%29" \o "True West (play)" �True West� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1981" \o "1981" �1981� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Savage/Love&action=edit" \o "Savage/Love" �Savage/Love� (co-written with Joseph Chaikin) 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1983" \o "1983" �1983� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fool_for_Love_%28play%29" \o "Fool for Love (play)" �Fool for Love� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1985" \o "1985" �1985� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Lie_of_the_Mind" \o "A Lie of the Mind" �A Lie of the Mind� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1993" \o "1993" �1993� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simpatico_%28play%29" \o "Simpatico (play)" �Simpatico� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1995" \o "1995" �1995� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buried_Child" \o "Buried Child" �Buried Child� Revised 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1998" \o "1998" �1998� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eyes_for_Consuela&action=edit" \o "Eyes for Consuela" �Eyes for Consuela� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2000" \o "2000" �2000� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Late_Henry_Moss&action=edit" \o "The Late Henry Moss" �The Late Henry Moss� 


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2004" \o "2004" �2004� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_God_of_Hell" \o "The God of Hell" �The God of Hell�








SAM SHEPARD (1943- )


Playwright and actor, a major force in contemporary American theatre since his earliest work. Shepard's plays are not easy to categorize, but in general they blend images of the Old West, fascination with pop culture - rock and roll, drugs and television - and bizarre family problems. Before he was thirty, Shepard had over thirty plays produced in New York. 


Sam Shepard was born Samuel Shepard Rogers III in Fort Sheridan, Illinois. His father, Samuel Shepard Rogers, was an Air Force man, who had been a bomber pilot in World War II. After the war he got a Fulbright fellowship, and taught high school Spanish. 


Shepard's mother, Jane Elaine (Schook) Shepard, was born in Chicago. When Sam Rogers, Sr., was still in the army, she moved around between various army bases, until he got out of the service. The family eventually settled in California, where they raised sheep and grew avocados in their farm. Shepard's youth was shadowed by his father's descent into alcoholism and the deterioration of the family. 








AWARDS





In 1986, Shepard was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters, and, in 1992, he received the Gold Medal for Drama from the Academy.





In 1994 he was inducted into the Theatre Hall of Fame. Of his 45+ plays, 11 of them have won � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obie_Awards" \o "Obie Awards" �Obie Awards�. He was nominated for two � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_Awards" \o "Tony Awards" �Tony Awards� for � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buried_Child" \o "Buried Child" �Buried Child� in 1996, and for � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/True_West_%28play%29" \o "True West (play)" �True West� in 2000.





His play Buried Child received a Pulitzer Prize in 1979.








IN THE THEATRE (1970’s)





1970


 - Stephen Sondheim’s Company premieres at the Alvin.


 - The film library of the New York Public Library at Lincoln Center proposes to film or tape performances.


 - Off B-Way strike: raises in minimum wage, Equity Shop for Off-Broadway, amount of contribution Off-Broadway producers pay into the pension fund. 17 shows are immediately affected


1971


Stephen Sondheim’s Follies opens at the Winter Garden.


Jesus Christ Superstar begins performances at the Mark Hellinger


1972


The Off-Off Broadway Alliance, or OOBA, is formed.


That Championship Season opens at the Public. It will win this year’s Pulitzer Prize for drama.


1973


The first Equity Dinner Theatre contract is signed. 


A Little Night Music by Stephen Sondheim opens


Theatre Development Fund sets up the TKTS booth in Duffy Square in the theatre district, selling tickets for Broadway shows at half price


1974


Equity agrees to increase the number of seats a theatre may have for an Off-Broadway production from 299 to 499. Don Grody writes, “we have opened the door to the possibility of a commercially viable Off-Broadway.”


In Chicago, the Steppenwolf Theatre Company begins producing plays in a church basement in Highland Park


1975


A Chorus Line begins performances at the Public Theater


Chicago, with music by John Kander and Fred Ebb, opens at the 46th Street Theatre


Council adopts a new set of conditions for Off-Off Broadway, a “mini-contract,” which will serve as a transition between the Showcase Code and the Off-Broadway Contract.


1976


Stephen Sondheim’s Pacific Overtures opens at the Winter Garden


1977


After extensive lobbying, Equity successfully persuades NY City and State agencies to establish Manhattan Plaza, a 1,600 unit Federally-subsidized housing complex primarily for performing artists. This development becomes the anchor for the revitalization of Theatre Row on 42nd Street.


1978


Sign of the times: an Equity-sponsored workshop entitled “Stress, Anxiety and the Actor” draws capacity crowds.


Buried Child by Sam Shepard has its premiere at the Theatre De Lys Off-Broadway.


1979


Sweeney Todd opens at the Uris Theatre


Committee to Save the Theatres is formed to fight the proposed demolition of the Morosco, the Bijou and the Helen Hayes theatres to make way for a huge hotel on Times Square by architect-developer John Portman.


Evita by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice opens at the Broadway Theatre.








