“Bus Stop”
William Inge

Biography:
William Inge born in Independence, Missouri on May 3, 1913, he was the second son of Luther Clay Inge and Maude Sarah Gibson-Inge and the youngest of five children. His boyhood home at 514 N. 4th Street in Independence still stands.  His siblings were Lucy, Luther, Jr., Irene (died at 3 years of age), and Helene. His father was a traveling salesman and Inge had a close relationship with his mother. 

What Made Inge Great:
Got his first taste of the theatre at an early age. The local boy scout troupe, of which Inge was a member, held its weekly meetings in a Civic Center which boasted a 2000 seat theater, and the boys were often invited to sit in the balcony after their meetings and watch the touring shows which passed through town for one night stands on their way from Kansas City, Missouri to Tulsa Oklahoma. The small town of Independence had a profound influence on the young Inge, and he would later attribute his understanding of human behavior to growing up in this small town environment. "I've often wondered how people raised in our great cities ever develop any knowledge of humankind. People who grow up in small towns get to know each other so much more closely than they do in cities." Inge would later use this knowledge of small town life in many his plays, most of which revolve around characters who are clearly products of small towns just like Independence. Inge was educated at the University of Kansas at Lawrence where he graduated with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Speech and Drama in 1935.

Inspiration:
Upon earning his Masters, Inge moved to St. Louis, Missouri, where he landed a job as the drama and music critic for the St. Louis Times. During the course of his duties at the Times, Inge was fortunate enough to come into contact with Tennessee Williams who invited the young critic to attend with him a production of The Glass Menagerie. Inge was so inspired by Williams' play that he decided to try his hand as a playwright. After completing his first script, Farther Off from Heaven (1947), Inge sent a copy to Williams who recommended it for production. The play was produced by Margo Jones in Dallas, Texas.

Inge's next literary effort, Come Back, Little Sheba (1950) earned him the title of "most promising playwright of the 1950 Broadway season", but his career was only beginning to gain momentum. He followed this success with Picnic (1952) which won him a Pulitzer Prize, the Drama Critics Circle Award, the Outer Circle Award, and the Theatre Club Award. Next came Bus Stop (1955) which he would later adapt into a popular film starring Marilyn Monroe, and two years later, The Dark at the Top of the Stairs (1957), a reworking of his first play, premiered on Broadway. This somewhat autobiographical drama would come to be considered Inge's finest play. He would later describe it as his "first cautious attempt to look at the past, with an effort to find order and meaning in experiences that were once too close to be seen clearly." By this time, critics were hailing Inge as another Tennessee Williams. Unfortunately, his later works would not fulfill that promise. The Dark at the Top of the Stairs was followed by a string of box office failures including A Loss of Roses (1960), Natural Affection (1963), Where's Daddy? (1966), and The Last Pad (1970). Inge's only real success during this period was his screenplay for Splendor in the Grass (1961) for which he won an Academy Award. Convinced that he could no longer write, the small town Inge fell into a deep depression, and on June 10, 1973, at his home in the Hollywood Hills, William Inge took his own life.
The U.S. and The World in 1955:
· Dwight D. Eisenhower is president

· Rosa Parks refuses to sit in the back of a bus in Montgomery Alabama, and Martin Luther King, Jr. leads the Montgomery Bus Boycott

· The Brooklyn Dodgers beat the New York Yankees to win the World Series
· Marlon Brando wins the Academy Award for Best Actor for “On The Waterfront”

· Tennesse Williams wins the Pulitzer prize for “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof”

· America starts sending $216 million in aid to Vietnam

· The world’s population is 2.780 billion

· Juan Peron (Eva Peron’s husband) is ousted from power in Argentina

· Albert Einstein dies

· Winston Churchill resigns as Prime Minister of Great Britain
Synopsis:
In the middle of a dreadful snowstorm, a bus from Kansas City pulls into a little roadside diner in a small town about thirty miles west of Kansas City. Four or five somnolent travelers have to hold up until morning to continue their journey. A world- weary showgirl, Cherie is the passenger with most to worry about. She’s been pursued, made love to, and finally kidnapped by a twenty-one year old cowboy, Bo, with a ranch of his own and the romantic methods of an unusually headstrong bull. The Belligerent cowhand with his best buddy Virgil at his side, is right behind her, ready to sling her over his shoulder and carry her, alive and kicking, all the way to Montana despite a run in with the local sheriff and hero, Will. As a counterpoint to the main romance, the manager of the café, Grace,  and the bus driver, Carl, at last find time to develop a friendship of their own; a middle-age scholar come to terms with himself; and a young girl who works in the café, Elma, also gets her first taste of romance. 
Act One:
This entire play is set inside a dingy street corner restaurant near a bus stop in a small Kansas town. The timeframe is the 1950s. It is 1 a.m. in March. The cast of characters are Elma Duckworth - a waitress, Grace Hoylard - owner of the restaurant, Will Masters - the town Sheriff, Cherie - a chanteuse, Dr. Gerald Lyman - a former college professor, Carl - a bus driver, Virgil Blessing - a ranch hand, Bo Decker - a young rancher and cowboy.

Due to the blizzard, the café workers, Grace and Elma, are predicting that the café will probably have to stay open late to accommodate the passengers of the bus that will be arriving soon. Cherie, a young blonde girl, walks in carrying a large straw suitcase. She is around twenty years old with unkempt hair, a sequin and net dress, gilded sandals, brightly enameled toes and a skimpy metal cloth jacket. She immediately goes over to Grace and Elma and asks if she can hide somewhere. She explains to Will that she needs protection from a cowboy who is asleep on the bus. She says that she met the cowboy at the Blue Dragon nightclub where she worked and that he abducted her while she was making plans to go somewhere else (thus the packed suitcase).  Carl, the bus driver, walks in and spars with Will as if they are old friends.  Another passenger from the bus, Dr. Lyman is upset when he learns from Carl that they are still in Kansas.  The cowboy, Bo Decker and his friend Virgil Blessing, the only two passengers who were left in the bus, walk into the restaurant. Bo is tall, thin, in his early 20s, unkempt. He is wearing faded jeans, boots, a Stetson, a shiny horsehide jacket and a bandana around his neck. Virgil, 40-something, is dressed similar to Bo except that he is a bit tidier. Both men look as if they have just been awoken. Bo accosts Cherie (or "Cherry" as he calls her) for abandoning him on the bus. After eating, Bo tries to be affectionate to Cherie who attempts to avoid his embraces. Bo is flabbergasted at Cherie's resistance because he says that he's unaccustomed to a women turning down his advances. Will intervenes between Bo and Cherie as Bo continues to harass Cherie about the suitcase and her intentions. Frustrated with trying to keep Bo away from Cherie, Will finally tells Bo that Cherie does not love him.  

Act Two:
The location is the same as in Scene 1 and takes place a few minutes after Scene 1.

Virgil is playing a cowboy ballad on his guitar. Bo is sulking. Cherie is reading a magazine. Elma and Dr. Lyman are chatting. It turns out that Dr. Lyman was a professor at an East Coast College and holds extreme disdain for both the college and its students. Knowing that Elma is scheduled to go to Topeka tomorrow to hear a symphony, Dr. Lyman asks her if she would take him to the library there. Elma innocently accepts the offer. Bo talks to Virgil about taking Cherie to the Justice of the Peace across the street and marrying her and says he would do it if Will were not there to stop him. Cherie talks to Elma about Bo and tells her that Bo wanted to get married the day after they first slept together. He told her that he was going to take her away to Montana. Afraid of what Bo might do, Cherie decided to leave town and live with a friend in Kansas. As she was getting ready to buy a ticket, Bo stepped up, bought a ticket for her to go to Montana instead and compelled her to board the bus with him. Virgil's guitar playing inspires everyone in the café. Cherie asks him to play more music. Bo feels jealous of the friendship that has sparked between Cherie and Virgil. Virgil explains that it is because he treats her tenderly and that Bo should show his tender side if he wants Cherie to like him. Bo talks to Cherie and tries to tell her that he has a tender side. However, she gets annoyed at him because he's talking while Virgil is playing guitar and she's preparing to perform.In the spirit of the night, Elma and Dr. Lyman decide to act out the balcony scene from Romeo and Juliet. However, Dr. Lyman is too drunk to be able to carry it off. Cherie sings causing Bo's passion for her to increase further and he talks to Virgil while she is singing and tells him that he wants her even more. Cherie is enraged by his talking during her song and slaps him after she finishes singing. This provokes Bo and he becomes aggressive with her causing her to become angrier. The sheriff Will intervenes which leads to a fight between him and Bo. Will manages to subdue Bo and puts handcuffs on him. Meanwhile, Dr. Lyman has gotten progressively drunker and has started to feel guilty about his secret longings for Elma. He falls asleep on a bench. Elma confides in Grace and Grace advises her not to meet him in Topeka. Virgil begs Cherie not to press charges against Bo so that he can be let out of jail and allowed to board the bus. Virgil shocks Cherie by informing her that Bo was a virgin before he slept with her. Cherie, taken aback by this news, decides to help Bo.

Act Three:
It is 5 a.m. of the same day as the previous scenes. Everyone is in the café, including Bo, who has a black eye and a bandaged hand, but they are all either sleeping or resting except for Elma who is sweeping. Also, Grace and Carl who are talking to each other.

After some encouragement from Will, Bo goes up and apologizes to Cherie. As an extra gesture of goodwill, he gives her some money to facilitate her return back home. He wishes her good luck and they both retreat from each other awkwardly. Bo is dejected and depressed and Virgil tries to cheer him up. However, Bo wants Cherie and nothing 
will lift his spirits. Meanwhile, Carl starts to get ready to get the bus on the road, Dr. Lyman wakes up, and Virgil goes out to help Carl. Carl orders all the passengers to board the bus. Bo and Will shake hands. Bo asks Cherie her permission to give her a goodbye kiss. She obliges but tells him to be gentle. Dr. Lyman decides to 'do the right thing' and calls off his 'date' with Elma and continue on his trip to Denver. Carl informs Grace that Dr. Lyman has gotten into trouble for getting involved with young girls. He flirts with Grace and leaves. After some time has passed, Bo gathers up his nerves once again to talk to Cherie. He tells her that he does not care about the fact that she has been with other men and that he's innocent enough for both of them. She is touched by the sentimentality. Unwilling to back down from his original position, he says that his offer to marry her and take her to Montana still stands. Cherie, won over by the gentle side of Bo, says yes. Virgil announces that he will not be going back to Montana with Bo and Cherie. Bo will not have any of this and insists that Virgil come along. However, Virgil is adamant and claims that he has found another job. Cherie asks him to come and visit them. Therefore, the bus leaves with all the passengers except Virgil. He decides to board the bus to Albuquerque that will be coming along at 8 a.m. Grace informs Elma about Dr. Lyman's past, but instead of being alarmed, Elma is flattered that Dr. Lyman might have wanted to make love to her. Virgil asks Grace if he could stay in the café until the next bus comes but she says she is closing it down but he could take the next bus to Kansas City. Not wanting to return to Kansas City, Virgil decides to wait for the Albuquerque bus. "Then I'm sorry, Mister, but you're just left out in the cold," says Grace. "Well…that's what happens to some people," says Virgil to himself as he picks up his guitar and leaves.

