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The Dance of Death

Plot Summery:
An egocentric artillery captain and his venomous wife engage in savage unremitting battles in their isolated island fortress of the coast of Sweden at the turn of the century. Alice, a former actress who sacrificed her career for secluded military life with Edgar, reveals on the occasion of their 25th wedding anniversary, the veritable hell their marriage has been. Edgar, an aging schizoid who refuses to acknowledge his severe illness, struggles to sustain his ferocity and arrogance with an animal disregard for other people. Sensing that Alice together with her cousin and would-be lover, Kurt, may ally against him, retaliates with vicious force. Alice lures Kurt into the illusion of sharing a passionate assignation and recruits him in a plot to destroy Edgar.

Characters:
Edgar, in command of the fortress


Alice, his wife previously


Kurt, in charge of the Quarantine Station


JENNY, a servant

AN OLD WOMAN


A SENTRY (mute)

Style:
Naturalism in art refers to the depiction of realistic objects in a natural setting. The Realism movement of the 19th century advocated naturalism in reaction to the stylized and idealized depictions of subjects in Romanticism, 
August Strindberg:
Strindberg was the third son of Carl Oscar Strindberg, a shipping agent from a bourgeois family, and Ulrika Eleonora (Nora) Norling. Ulrika was twelve years Carl's junior and of humble origin, called a "servant woman" in the title of Strindberg's autobiographical novel, Tjänstekvinnans son (The Son of a Servant).  Much of what Strindberg wrote has an autobiographical character, but scholars note Strindberg's "talent to make us believe what he wants us to believe," and his unwillingness to accept any characterization of his person other than his own. 
Strindberg was married three times, to Siri von Essen (1850-1912), Frida Uhl (1872-1943), and Harriet Bosse (1878-1961). He had children with all his wives, but his hypersensitive, neurotic character led to bitter divorces. Strindberg's relationships with women were troubled and have often been interpreted as misogynistic by contemporaries and modern readers. Most acknowledge, however, that he had uncommon insight into the hypocrisy of his society's gender roles and sexual morality. Marriage and the family were under stress in Strindberg's lifetime as Sweden industrialized and urbanized at a rapid pace. Problems of prostitution and poverty were debated heatedly among writers, critics and politicians. His early writing often dealt with the traditional roles of the sexes imposed by society, which he criticized as unjust.
Other Works:


· The Outlaw, 1871 

· From Fjerdingen and Svartbäcken, short stories, 1877 

· Master Olof, drama, 1872 

· The Red Room, novel, 1879 

· Swedish People at Work and Play, social history, 1881-1882 

· The New Country, novel, 1882 

· Lucky Pehr, drama, 1883 

· Swedish Destiny and Adventure, I-IV, short stories, 1882-1891 

· Poetry in Verse and Prose, 1883 

· Sleepwalker Awakens to the Day, fiction, 1884 

· Married I-II, short stories, 1884-1886 

· Utopian on Reality, short stories, 1885 

· Son of a Servant, I-V, autobiography, 1886-1909 

· Natives of Hemsö, novel, 1887 

· The Defense's Speech of a Fool, 1887-1895 

· The Father (Strindberg play)|The Father, drama, 1887 

· Miss Julie, drama, 1888 

· The Comrades, drama, 1888 

· Life of an Island Lad, short story, 1888 

· Pariah, 1889 

· Among French Peasants, 1889 

· Creditors, drama, 1888-1889 

· Inferno, novel/autobiography, 1897 

· To Damascus, dramatic trilogy, 1898-1902 

· Gustavus Vasa, drama, 1899 

· Erik XIV, drama, 1899 

· The Dance of Death, 1900 

· Easter, drama, 1900 

· Engelbrekt, drama, 1901 

· A Dream Play, drama, 1902 

· Swan Blood, drama, 1902 

· The Chamber Plays: The Storm, The Burned House, The Pelican, The Ghost Sonata, 1907 

· Merry Christmas!, a verse drama, 1909 

· The great Highway, drama, 1909 

Other notable Occurrences:

· Nietzsche dies

· Sigmund Freud Publishes The Interpretation of Dreams
· Theodore Roosevelt elected Vice President

· Picasso painting in the Cubism style
· Anton Chekhov's tragicomedy "Uncle Vanya" first performed

· Sully Prudhomme, French poet and essayist, wins first Nobel Prize in literature

· The Boxer Rebellion breaks out in China

· Eastman Kodak introduces its $1 Box Brownie camera, making photography accessible to everyone.

