Good Morning, Friends.  Welcome to this very special presentation of one of the greatest works of literature ever written.  My name is James Lipton and today we are going to be reviewing JOHANN WOLFGANG GOETHE’s Faust Part One.   

Faust is a story that probably takes place in the 15th or 16th Century, in Germany.  It takes place in multiple settings, the first of which is heaven. Mephistopheles makes a bet with God: he says that he can deflect God's favorite human being (Faust), who is striving to learn everything that can be known, away from righteous pursuits. 

We then find ourselves in Faust's high vaulted Gothic study where we meet Faust.  He admits in the opening that:

 Faust. I've studied now Philosophy

 And Jurisprudence, Medicine,

 And, help me God, Theology

With fervent zeal through thick and thin.

And here, poor fool, I stand once more,

No wiser than I was before.

 They call me Magistrate, Doctor no less,

 And some ten years I would guess

 Through ups and downs and to’s and fros

I have led my pupils by the nose--

And see there's nothing we can know!
Faust continues despairing at the vanity of scientific, humanitarian and religious learning, turns to magic for the showering of infinite knowledge. He then is visited by God who asks: Who calls for me?  To which Faust arrogantly dismisses God, saying, “I am Faust, your match, I am the same!’  God then shakes a finger and leaves him.  Frustrated, he ponders suicide, but as he hears the echo of nearby Easter celebrations, he decides to go for a walk with his assistant Wagner.  In town, watching young and old celebrating they are approached by a playful black poodle.  It immediately takes a shine to Faust and Wagner suggests they bring him home.  

In Faust’s study, deep in a conflicted monologue about how to live his life Faust gets annoyed as the Poodle will not stop running and barking around in his study.  ‘Cease this riot!’ he declares, at which point the poodle transforms through a cloud of smoke into the devil, 

Faust. So das is dine poodle kern! (so this is the poodle’s core!)


    All right then, who are you then?

Mephistopheles. Part of that force which would do ever evil, and does ever good. 

Faust. And that conundrum of a phrase implies? 

Mephistopheles. The spirit which eternally denies.

Faust makes a deal with the devil: the devil will do and give everything that Faust wants while he is here on earth. But If during that time, Faust wants to stay in that moment forever, he must give his soul eternally over to the devil's bidding in hell.  

Mephistopheles. Still, if through life you'll go with me,

 In that case I'll agree

 With pleasure to accommodate

 You, on the spot belong to you.

 I'll be your comrade true

 And if to your liking I behave,

 I'll be your servant, be your slave!

Faust. And what in turn am I to do for you?

Mephistopheles. Here to your service I will bind me;

 Beck when you will, I will not pause or rest;

 But in return when yonder you will find me,

 Then likewise shall you be at my behest.

Faust. The yonder is to me a trifling matter.

 Should you this world to ruins shatter,

 The other then may rise, its place to fill.

 'Tis from this earth my pleasure springs,

 And this sun shines upon my sufferings;

After Faust has signed the deal in blood, he promptly meets a young girl named Margarete (also known as Gretchen). Gretchen is a 14 year-old, naïve, God-fearing virgin. Faust demands Mephistopheles get her for him, which he does with jewelry, poetic verse and help from a neighbor, Martha. Faust seduces Gretchen and they sleep together. Gretchen has a mother and a brother who is a soldier but is heartbroken by the loss of her father and her baby sister (whom she raised).  The Devil gives Gretchen a potion to give to her mother to have some privacy when Faust visits her.  But her mother dies from the sleeping potion, administered by Gretchen.  They do get some private time, however and assuredly, Gretchen discovers she is pregnant. Gretchen’s brother, Valentine, condemns Faust, waits under his sister’s window and challenges Faust to a duel. He dies dramatically at the hands of Mephistopheles and Faust, cursing his sister a whore. Gretchen drowns her illegitimate child. Faust is upset by his terms with the Devil and tries to change his deal, unsuccessfully.  Faust tries to save Gretchen from death by attempting to free her from prison, after she has been convicted of murdering her child. Though the cell door is opened, Gretchen refuses to leave the cell and Faust and the devil flee the dungeon as guards are heard.  It appears she is bound for hell but voices from heaven announce that Gretchen shall be saved.
