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Quick Overview

Le Cid was published in 1636 and is considered Pierre Corneille’s first masterpiece, a tragic play that was subsequently used by later playwrights as a model and a standard to follow. With Le Cid, Corneille changed the form of the dramatic play, a transformation that was met with great applause not only from the audience but from the ruling monarch at the time, King Louis XIII of France.

Le Cid is based on the deeds of the subsequent legend of a 12th Century Spanish soldier called El Cid ( meaning “the Lord” in Arabic), a man who fought against (and as some believe, also fought with) the Moors who were in the process of taking over much of the land that Spain occupies today. El Cid was a mighty warrior and the first notorious hero of Spain. Through poetry, ballad and theatre, much has been written about him. The results of Cornielle’s production were the likes of which the Parisian people had never seen before.

The play relates the events of Le Cid Coming of Age. Le Cid’s father asks his son to restore the elder man’s honor by challenging Le Cid’s future father-in-law to a duel. Le Cid immediately understands that no matter that he does, he is doomed. If he does not make the challenge both he and his father will be dishonored. If he does make the challenge, he will lose the love of his future bride. The manner in which he solves this dilemma, and the events that unfold as he does so, takes the young man from untried warrior to triumphant hero.

Compare and Contrast 11th Century, 17th Century, and Today

11th Century
The Muslim government in Spain is in a state of collapse. Small Christian kingdoms, some won through the efforts of El Cid, divide the land.

17th Century

Spain is united and almost entirely Christian as, over the years, non-Christians and Muslims were either persecuted, converted to Christianity, or forced to leave the country.

Today
After many decades of a Franco dictatorship, Spain has a democratic constitution and is a member of the European Union.

11th Century

The topic of drama, the costumes, and the actors are reflective of the laws of the Roman Catholic Church. Plays are usually performed by priests, and the subject matter is based on religious topics and church law.

17th Century

Neoclassic tragedies (in which nobility is involved and someone dies) and comedies (which revolved around the common person and domestic affairs) are the two most successful types of drama.

Today
Experimentations influences much of contemporary drama, with theatre of the absurd one end of the spectrum and social realism and dark comedy on the other. 
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Author and his Backround
Corneille is one of France’s most outstanding playwrights of the 17th Century. Born on June 6th 1606 in Rouen France, to a family that had a tradition of producing lawyers, Corneille was destined followed in his fathers footsteps. He studied law under the training of Jesult priests, and at the early age of 23, entered parliament. No sooner was he established in parliament than he deiced try his hand at writing and soon discovered he had another fruitful talent. By the time he stopped practicing law, he had written 20 plays, but he was not yet finished. While in retirement, Corneille would go on to write some of his most influential dramatic plays.
Corneille’s first 6 plays were comedies. Years later his comedies were presented in Paris and from that point on Corneilles’s  reputation as a playwright took off. For the next 7 years her wrote one play a year, eventually catching the attention of Cardinal de Richelleu (Prime Minister of France). The Cardinal wanted to use Corneilles writings to promote his own political ideas. This did not sit well after a bit with Corneille and after many disagreements, Corneille and the Cardinal parted company. Corneille left Paris and returned home to Rouen.
Following his return, he did not write. This period lasted for several years, tho time was not wasted. As a matter of fact it was during this time Corneille decided to lay aside the genre of comedy and start to brainstorm within the genre of tragedy. Today, many scholars believe that it was through the writing of tragedies that Corneille reached his full potential as a playwright.

It was his 2nd tragedy that many critics believe was his first masterpiece, Le Cid (1636). Many performances of this play we cheered by packed audiences in Paris. Even King Louis XIII sent Corneille congratulations. But not everyone was happy with Corneille’s play. Cardinal de Richelieu harshly  criticized Le Cid because it broke away from the traditional classical rules of drama. The criticism was so harsh that it actually put Cornielle in a such a state of belittlement that he did not write for the next three years.

That wsa not the end of Corneille tho. The year 1641 was a remarkable time for Corneille. First he married Marie de Lamperiere. Next he enjoyed back to back productions of two more well received tragic plays, Horace and Cinna. With these plays, there was no doubt of his talents. He would go on to write many more plays before his death and for his innovations in the writing of dramatic tragedy, he is honored, today, with the title of the Father of French Tragedy.

After all this, Corneille died in Paris on Oct 1st 1684.
