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Themes of the Play: A wild parody of detective fiction and farce jabbing at established ideas on death, the police, religion and justice.
Plot Description, Setting & Characters

Set in London, England in 1965, the story of Loot revolves around the members of the McLeavy family and the events surrounding the death and subsequent burial of the family matriarch. As Mr. McLeavy grieves his wife's passing, his son Hal schemes to hide the profits of a bank job he has just pulled off with his sometime boyfriend, Dennis.
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Dennis decides that Mrs. McLeavy's coffin is the ideal place to stash their newly found fortune, if only they could find someplace else to put the corpse. First they attempt to hide it in a cupboard while Fay, Mrs. McLeavy's lusty young nurse, proposes marriage to Mr. McLeavy. In the middle of this scheming, the suspicious and abusive Inspector Truscott appears, disguising his identity with the claim that he is from the City Water Board. 

While Truscott is initially unable to uncover the money, or any hard facts to link Dennis and Hal to the bank robbery, he reveals that he has information about Nurse Fay and her past, including details of the demises of her seven former husbands. As the preparations for the funeral proceed, Dennis pledges his love to Fay, insisting that she marry him and not McLeavy. Fay scoffs at his boyish fancy and insists that Hal unlock the cupboard for her. When Fay discovers the corpse of Mrs. McLeavy, Hal agrees to give her a share of the loot and she helps them to strip the body, wrap it in sheets and disguise it as a sewing dummy.

Finally the hearse heads off for the funeral, which Fay and Hal both refuse to attend. Truscott takes this opportunity to put pressure on Hal. Just as Hal and Truscott are coming to blows, Mr. McLeavy and Dennis return, shaken and bruised from an accident on the way to the graveyard, though Mr. McLeavy is pleased at least to announce that his wife's coffin has remained unharmed. 

Finally, Truscott puts the pieces of the plot together and reveals his true identity. Truscott suggests that Fay is an infamous nurse killer and further accuses her of murdering Mrs. McLeavy by poison. He demands that Mrs. McLeavy's stomach be taken from the casket to be investigated. Due to the accident, however, the stomach has been destroyed and no proof is available, allowing Fay to get off scott free. 

Truscott, by now extremely frustrated, tries to implicate Fay as an accessory to the bank robbery. He shows McLeavy a glass eye, which he found on the floor, an eye that had fallen from the late Mrs. McLeavy. Mr. McLeavy realizes that his son is involved in foul play and demands that the coffin be opened. Truscott finds this request outrageous and troublesome but McLeavy insists. The coffin is opened and McLeavy is stunned by the absence of his wife's body. He quickly realizes the true identity of Fay's sewing dummy. Truscott urges McLeavy to make an accusation so that he may make an arrest, but McLeavy chooses to accuse himself rather than his son. Truscott snatches the casket, which swings open and the stolen bank notes fall out. Hal suggests bribery to the police officer who eagerly accepts. McLeavy threatens Truscott and the others, promising that he will expose their crimes. Truscott's partner, Meadows, arrests McLeavy and takes him away and Truscott heads home, taking the casket with him for safekeeping. Dennis is now free to marry Fay, and the threesome, left alone in the house with the unburied corpse, pledge to "keep up appearances."

Joe Orton’s Biography
· Born in Leicester in 1933 to a working class family. 

· Became interested in performing theatre in 1949 and joined dramatic societies 

· Attended Royal Academy of Dramatic Art (1950) on scholarship

· Met his lover Kenneth Halliwell there

· Regional repertory work, stage manager, and then love changed from “the stage to the page”

· Played pranks with Halliwell

· Ex: Orton and Halliwell stole books from the local library, and would subtly modify the cover art or the blurbs before returning them to the library. They were eventually discovered, and prosecuted in May, 1962.
· Began to write plays in the 1960s, including Loot
· First novel in 1961 – Head to Toe
· 1963 the BBC paid 65 pounds for the radio play The Ruffian on the Stair and was later adapted to the stage
· Play Entertaining Mr. Sloane in 1964 was met with outrage and praise

· Tied for first in the Variety Critics’ Poll for “Best New Play” and Orton came second for “Most Promising Playwright”

· Show played in NY, Spain, Israel, & Australia; made into film & television play 
· In the height of Loot, Orton worked on The Ruffian on the Stair, The Erpingham Camp, Funeral Games, Up Against It, and What the Butler Saw
· On August 9, 1967, Halliwell bludgeoned the 34-year-old Orton to death with nine hammer blows to the head, and then committed suicide with a prescription drug overdose
· It was rumored that Orton had another boyfriend and wanted to end his then rocky relationship with Halliwell; Halliwell was also jealous of Orton’s success.
· Play History: Fred and Madge (written 1959) and The Visitors (written 1961) (both first published 2001); The Ruffian on the Stair (first performance 1964) ; Entertaining Mr. Sloane (first performance 1964); Loot (first performance 1965); The Erpingham Camp (first performance 1966); The Good and Faithful Servant (first performance 1967); Funeral Games (first performance 1968); What the Butler Saw (first performance 1969); Up Against It
Orton’s Contemporaries Include:


Edward Albee, Peter Weiss, Liliam Helman, Robert Bolt, Tennesee Williams
Loot Performance History & Reviews
· Opened February 1st, 1965 in Cambridge to disastrous and scathing reviews, not for the content but for the plot, acting, set and entire quality of piece
· Met poor reviews in Brighton, Oxford, Bournemouth, Manchester and Wimbledon

· In 1966 it was revived with Orton cutting over 600 lines, raising the tempo and improving the characters’ interactions

· Lead to stunning reviews and won several awards

· But it first flopped on Broadway
· Positive Reviews:

· “It's Oscar Wilde crossed with Monty Python.” – USA Today
· “The most genuinely quick-witted, pungent and sprightly entertainment by a new, young British playwright for a decade.” – Sunday Telegraph
· “Loot is a glittering, beautifully written force of bad manners and furious slights against the superstition of death and organized religion.” – Michael Coveney, The Daily Mail
· Complete casting has recently been announced for the upcoming production of Loot that will begin performances at Kilburn's Tricycle Theatre Dec. 11
