


       MANDRAGOLA

               By Niccolò (di Bernardo) Machiavelli

Brief Plot Outline:

The play takes place in Florence Italy during the renaissance. It begins when a young, dashing gentlemen, by the name of Callimaco overhears a conversation. Callimaco instantly becomes fascinated with the story he hears about a woman of extraordinary beauty who resides all the way back in Tuscany. Upon this news, Callimaco becomes very intrigued and decides to return to his native land of Tuscany to find this woman he heard about. Upon his arrival in Tuscany he instantly falls in love with Lucrezia and wants her for his own.  Unfortunately, Callimaco is faced with several problems. Lucrezia, is a married, and virtuous women. Callimaco decides to enlist the help of Ligurio, a rascally marriage broker who had had dealings with Lucrezia and her husband, Nicia. Using his skills of deception, Ligurio devises a plan to allow Callimaco to have his way with Lucrezia. Callimaco helpfully suggests to Nicia that an unwitting-fool be found for this purpose. Lucrezia, is eventually convinced to comply with her husband's wishes and finally allows a disguised Callimaco into her bed and thereafter accepts him as her lover on a more permanent basis.
Themes:

Madragola is a tale of the corruption of Italian society and was written while Machiavelli was in exile, after he had allegedly plotted against the Medici. Though at the time it was viewed by his contemporaries as cleverly comedic piece of work. The characters actions are in the pursuit of happiness at the expense of others. Complete with deciving and slefish chacarters, who would stop at nothing, no matter what the cost, to gain their own wealth, power and happiness. Much of the characters use fraud in order to get their objectives.

The Characters:

Callimaco: Young, handsome, go-getter, 1500’s, Tuscany, 20-years-old, wants the beautiful Lucrezia and will do anything to get her. 

Ligurio: Cunning, clever, sly, charlatan, mid-30’s, makes plans for Callimaco to get Lucrezia

Lucrezia: Starts out as the young virtuous wife of Nicia, she eventually becomes deceptive and deceives her husband in order to gain a younger lover.

Nicia: Lucrezia’s first and older husband. He is unable to give his wife children. He is easily deceived and tricked.   

Frate Timoteo: A firar in his late 30’s. He is guilty of fraud. Convinces Lucrezia to sleep with another man.

Sostrata: Lucrezia’s mother. She convinces Lucrezia to take the potion to get herself a granddaughter.
Fun Fact: La Mandragola was adapted for opera by the composer Ignatz Waghalter. It was premiered at the Deutsches Opernhaus in Berin on January 23, 1914.
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1469-1527 

Nationality: Italian

Place of Birth and Death: Florence, Italy

He is known as the father of modern political theory, Niccolo di Bernardo dei Machiavelli, was born in Florence Italy, May 3, 1469.  When the Medici family fled, in 1498 he became a member of a Council responsible for diplomatic negotiations and military matters, he held this position until the fall of the republic in 1512. He was employed in a great variety of missions, including one to the Emperor Maximilian, and four to France. His dispatches during these journeys, and his treatises on the Affairs of France and Germany, are full of far-reaching insight. On the restoration of the Medici, Machiavelli was involved in the downfall of his patron, Gonfaloniere Soderini. Arrested on a charge of conspiracy in 1513, and put to the torture, he disclaimed all knowledge of the alleged conspiracy. Although pardoned, he was obliged to retire from public life and devoted himself to literature.

Plays:

    * Discorso sopra le cose di Pisa (1499), Del modo di trattare i popoli della Valdichiana ribellati (1502),Del modo tenuto dal duca Valentino nell' ammazzare Vitellozzo Vitelli, Discorso sopra la provisione del danaro (1502), Decennale primo (1506, poem in terza rima),Ritratti delle cose dell'Alemagna (1508-1512), Decennale secondo (1509), Ritratti delle cose di Francia (1510), Andria (1517, comedy translated from Terence), Mandragola, Della lingua, Clizia, Belfagor arcidiavolo ,Asino d'oro , Dell'arte della Guerra, Discorso sopra il riformare lo stato di Firenze, Sommario delle cose della citta di Lucca, Vita di Castruccio Castracani da Lucca , Istorie fiorentine , Frammenti storici

Playwright’s Contemporaries: Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, Erasmus (who compiled the Textus Receptus), Sir Thomas More (writer of Utopia), Boccaccio, Castiglione, Montaigne, Cervantes, Luís de Camões 

What was going on in the theatre:  A form of theatre that was prominent at the time was Commedia dell’Arte. Commedia was a form of theatre that included masks, acrobatics and singing. Later on, renaissance plays would begin to develop during the Middle Ages, with Latin dialogue. They were mainly dialogues that spoke to the morals initiated by the politically powerful church. These religious/political dialogues matured into structured plays that were eventually moved out of the churches and into the streets and private estates. 
Art: The Renaissance was a period of great creative and intellectual activity, during which artists broke away from the restrictions of Byzantine Art. Throughout the 15th century, artists studied the natural world in order to perfect their understanding of such subjects as anatomy and perspective. Among the many great artists of this period were Sandro Botticelli, Domenico Ghirlandaio, Paolo Uccello and Piero della Francesca.

Science:  Though botany, zoology, alchemy, and astrology were all developing during the Renaissance. Astrology seemed to have been the main focus of study.  Scientific thinkers such as Leonardo da Vinci, Nicolaus Copernicus, Galileo, Tycho,Brahe, and Johannes Kepler attempted to refine earlier thoughts on astronomy.  In 1543 Copernicus wrote De Revolutionibus, a work that placed the sun at the center of the universe and the planets in semi correct orbital order around it. Galileo constructed an accurate telescope. Tycho Brahe gave an accurate estimate of planetary positions.
Fun Fact: Galileo recorded his findings in Siderius nuncios, for which he was denounced by the current pope and resulted in him living under house arrest for the rest of his life.
Politics: During this time in Europe, the church had the power. The Church was the main governing body of society. Peasants were taxed or tithed in the church, if they did not conform to the Popes ideas thoughts and views of God.  If there were any broken laws, tithes that were not paid or any protest to the pope, the government would prosecute by torture and or death. The wealthy stayed wealthy, and poor stayed poor.  
