Oedipus--The Dr. Philanakalis Program’s Companion Guide
Segment 1 – A Synopsis of Shame 

Much of the myth of Oedipus takes place before the opening scene of the play. The main character of the tragedy is Oedipus, son of King Laius of Thebes and Queen Jocasta. After Laius learned from an oracle that "he was doomed/To perish by the hand of his own son," Jocasta ordered a messenger to leave him for dead "In Cithaeron's wooded glens"; Instead, the baby was given to a shepherd and raised in the court of King Polybus of Corinth. As a young man in Corinth Oedipus heard a rumor that he was not the biological son of Polybus and Merope. When Oedipus asked them, they denied it. Oedipus remained suspicious and decided to ask the Delphic Oracle who his real parents were. The Oracle seemed to ignore this question, but instead told him that he was destined to "Mate with [his] own mother, and shed/ With [his] own hands the blood of [his] own sire," and left Corinth under the belief that Polybus and Merope, Polybus' wife, were his true parents. On the road to Thebes, he met Laius and they argued over which wagon had the right-of-way. Oedipus' pride led him to kill Laius, ignorant of the fact that he was his biological father, fulfilling part of the oracle's prophecy. Oedipus then went on to solve the Sphinx's riddle: "What is the creature that walks on four legs in the morning, two legs at noon and three in the evening?" To this Oedipus answered "Man," Distraught that her riddle had been answered correctly, the Sphinx threw herself off the side of the wall. His reward for freeing the kingdom of Thebes from the Sphinx's curse was kingship and the hand of the queen, Jocasta, who was also his biological mother. Thus, the prophecy was fulfilled.
The play begins years after Oedipus is given the throne of Thebes. The chorus of Thebans cries out to Oedipus for salvation from the plague sent by the gods in response to Laius' murder. Throughout the play, Oedipus searches for Laius' murderer and promises to exile the man responsible for it, ignorant of the fact that he is the murderer. The blind prophet, Teiresias, is called to aid Oedipus in his search; however, after warning Oedipus not to follow through with the investigation, Oedipus accuses him of being the murderer, even though Teiresias is blind and aged. Oedipus also accuses Teiresias of conspiring with Creon, Jocasta's brother, to overthrow him.

Oedipus then calls for one of Laius' former servants, the only surviving witness of the murder, who fled the city when Oedipus became king to avoid being the one to reveal the truth. Soon a messenger from Corinth also arrives to inform Oedipus of the death of Polybus, whom Oedipus still believes is his real father. At this point the messenger informs him that he was in fact adopted and his real parentage is unknown. In the subsequent discussions between Oedipus, Jocasta, the servant, and the messenger, Jocasta guesses the truth and runs away. Oedipus is stubborn; however, a second messenger arrives and reveals that Jocasta has hanged herself and Oedipus, upon discovering her body, blinds himself with the golden brooches on her dress. The play ends with Oedipus entrusting his children to Creon and declaring his intent to leave in exile. Creon, however, convinces Oedipus that they should the consult the Delphic Oracle on what to do next. Creon leads Oedipus back into the palace. The chorus then admonishes the audience to count no man happy until he has died.

Commercial 1 – Words We Won’t Reference That Will Make You Sound Smarter
Theatron – A Greek open-air theatre constructed on the slopes of hills, seating up to 15,000.
Orchestra – The centre or dancing place.  An altar was usually located in the middle.  
Skene – A rectangular building behind the orchestra used as a backstage area, sometimes painted.
Proskene – A raised acting area.

In Other News

· Aeschylus introduces a second actor in addition to the protagonist and the chorus.

· The Torah becomes the moral essence of the Jewish state.

· Consecration of the completion of the Parthenon.

· Greek theatre of Syracuse.

· The population of Greek consists of 2 million citizens and 1million slaves.

· In Athens there are 50,000 citizens and 100,000 slaves.

· The plague hits Athens.

· The Spartans use chemicals in warfare; charcoal, sulfur and pitch.

· Plebian revolt in Rome.

· Renewed war between Athens and Sparta.

· Athenians invade Sicily and besiege Syracuse.

· Athens rejects Sparta’s peace offer.

· Plato becomes the pupil of Socrates.
· Resituating of Athenian democracy.

· Pindar Greek musician and poet.
· Trumpet playing competitions in Grease.
Segment 2 – How to Make Your Greek Sleek: Fashion Faux Pas

· It’s a common misconception that all Greek garbs are white.  In fact, feel free to incorporate red, indigo, violet, yellow and purple into a single garment, which have recently become shorter in length.  For a sexy look, battle scenes, fish and animal can be sewn in along the borders.  
· Onstage, costumes have become extremely exaggerated so that they are visible to all members of the audience.  Thick boots are worn to increase height, gloves are worn to exaggerate hands, and distinctive masks are worn by each character, particularly aiding in the amplification of the voice.

· Music is connected with the Gods.  The Kithara, a plucked string instrument, has come to be linked with Apollo, the god of the sun and reason, while the Aulos, a double reed instrument has come to be associated with Dionysus, the god of wine and ecstasy revelry. The most revered and important instrument is the Orpheus which is believed to have the power to bring inanimate objects to life and influence the forces of Hades.
Segment 3 – The Popular Playwright at the Polis

Sophocles influenced the development of the drama, most importantly by adding a third character and thereby reducing the importance of the chorus in the presentation of the plot. He also developed his characters to a greater extent than earlier playwrights such as Aeschylus.  Sophocles was born in the rural community of Colonus Hippius in Attica, which would later become a setting for his plays. His birth took place a few years before the Battle of Marathon in 490 BC: the exact year is unclear, although 497/6 is perhaps most likely. The young Sophocles won awards in wrestling and music, was graceful and handsome, and led the chorus of boys at the Athenian celebration of the victory against the Persians at the Battle of Salamis in 480 BC. His artistic career began in earnest in 468 BC when he took first prize in the Dionysia theatre competition over the reigning master of Athenian drama, Aeschylus. Thereafter, Sophocles emerged victorious in dramatic competitions at 18 Dionysia and 6 Lenaia festivals. In addition to innovations in the structure of drama, Sophocles' work is known for deeper development of characters than earlier playwrights, whose characters are more two-dimensional and are therefore harder for an audience to relate to. 
Summer Reading List

Antigone


Oedipus the King


Oedipus at Colonus


Ajax


The Trachiniae


Electra

Philoctetes

…plus fragments of sixteen other works!

The Theme You Never Saw Coming

Blindness is present in many forms throughout Oedipus the King.  Oedipus’ inability to figuratively see the truth leads later to the physical act of blinding himself with brooches once he has learned of his sordid deeds.  Teiresias, the aged prophet, though physically blind has the gift of prophecy, and can be considered the least blind of all.  A second central theme is the willingness to ignore the truth, as seen in Oedipus and Jocasta as they speak of similar stories (i.e. the binding of a babe’s foot and Oedipus’ swollen ankles) but fail to realize or admit their connection.  Thirdly, the limits of free will on a human are explored including the weight of the hand of fate within our lives and how we may, if ever, escape it.  
Commercial 2 – Cutthroat Contemporaries 
· Euripides – The playwright of the future: focusing on the inner lives and motives of characters.  Famous works will include Alceste, Medea, Electra and the Baccae.
· Aeschylus – Providing for the religious and moral among us.  Not only did he expand the casts of productions but he also influenced the development of Greek drama with his works The Persians, Seven Against Thebes, The Suppliants, and The Trilogy of the Oresteia, all of which one first place at the City of Dionysia.  
