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    . Theseus, King of Athens, who has been gone from the royal court at Troezen for six months. When Hippolytus, his son, announces plans to search for his father, his tutor Theramenes discourages the young prince. After all, Theramenes himself has already traveled to nearby lands to find him, to no avail. Perhaps, Theramenes says, Theseus wishes to keep his whereabouts a secret.    
.......But Hippolytus is determined to go. Theramenes thinks one reason for his planned trip is animosity between Hippolytus and his stepmother, Queen Phaedra. However, Hippolytus says Phaedra is not the reason. He explains that his homeland has become an unhappy place because of his inability to woo Princess Aricia. He loves her, but she comes from the Pallas family, enemies of Theseus. Theseus killed her evil brothers but did no harm to gentle Aricia, for she was guiltless. Afterward, Theseus decreed that she was not to marry and not to bear children, for their veins would run with the villainous blood of her family.
       Phaedra confides to Oenone a terrible secret: She does not hate Hippolytus; she loves him–her stepson! It is her incestuous desire that that sickens her, with terrible guilt. So she wished for death as the only way to end her ill-fated love.     

.......Aricia believes Hippolytus despises her because of his avoidance of her.  Hippoytus does not despise her but loves her. Ismeme says she reached this conclusion observing the way Hippolytus acts around Aricia–always looking at her lovingly, unable to take his eyes off her.    
.......After Hippolytus informs Aricia of his father’s death, he releases her from the restrictions his father imposed on her.  Hippolytus then discloses that he never hated her; in fact, he has always loved her.    
..............Phaedra offers Hippolytus her sympathy for the loss of his father and says she worries about the fate of her son, for Hippolytus has every right to oppose him now in the contest for the throne. Hippolytus is conciliatory, but he still holds out hope that Theseus is alive. Phaedra does not entertain this hope, saying Theseus is in the house of the dead and will never return. However, she says she still sees him–in the face of Hippolytus, then reveals her love for him. Her disclosure shocks him, and he says he can no longer stand the sight of her.
.......Later, when Hippolytus sees Theramenes who then announces that Phaedra’s son has received the crown. He further says a rumor is circulating that Theseus is alive and has been seen in the town of Epirus.     
.......When Theseus and Hippolytus reunite, Hippolytus makes no mention of Phaedra’s confession of love for him. Rather, he tells Theseus that he plans to leave his native land in search of adventure, thus following in his father’s footsteps. His homecoming, he says, has not been a happy one because of what Phaedra told him: that someone betrayed him in his absence.     
.......Then Oenone carries out her plan, telling Theseus that Hippolytus accosted Phaedra. Outraged, Theseus vents his wrath on Hippolytus when next they meet, calling his son a traitor and a monster. Hippolytus declares his innocence and says it is Aricia whom he loves, not Phaedra. Theseus refuses to believe his son and petitions the god Neptune, who owes Theseus a favor, to punish him.     
.......Phaedra, remorseful now, pleads with Theseus to spare Hippolytus. Theseus, unrelenting, tells Phaedra that Hippolytus slandered her, saying she lied when she accused Hippolytus of incestuous desire. Theseus also says Hippolytus tried to save himself by claiming that he loved Aricia. Until this moment, Phaedra was ready to confess her wrongdoing. However, hearing that Hippolytus loves Aricia fires her jealousy, and she decides to continue with her deception.     
.......Hippolytus leaves as planned after he and Aricia agree to marry in the near future at a temple outside Troezen. Theseus and Aricia meet shortly thereafter. She tells Theseus that Hippolytus cares deeply for her. Theseus replies that Hippolytus has an “inconstant heart.” Aricia then defends Hippolytus against “vilest slanders [that] make a life so pure as black as pitch.” Theseus now has second thoughts about the accusations against his son.     
.......Elsewhere, Phaedra, weighted down by guilt and deeply disturbed at the outcome of the scheme against Hippolytus, turns against Oenone as a purveyor of bad advice and casts her out of her sight. Disheartened, Oenone hurls herself into the ocean and drowns. Shortly thereafter, Theramenes tells Theseus that Hippolytus is also dead. While traveling out of Troezen in his chariot, a monster arose from the sea and frightened the horses. Hippolytus became entangled in the reins and was dragged a considerable distance, suffering fatal injuries. With his dying breath, he declared his innocence and requested that his father treat Aricia kindly.     
.......In the final scene of the play, Phaedra confesses to Theseus that Hippolytus was innocent of wrongdoing; he was telling the truth. She also says she has taken a poison brought to her from Athens.    
.......After she dies, Theseus declares that his son will receive all the honors his memory deserves and, to appease the ghost of Hippolytus, he adopts Aricia. 
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