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Johan August Strindberg (January 22, 1849 – May 14, 1912) was a Swedish writer, playwright, and painter. Along with Henrik Ibsen he is arguably the most influential and most important of all Scandinavian authors. Strindberg is known as one of the fathers of modern theatre. His work falls into two major literary movements, Naturalism and Expressionism.

· Strindberg's own version of his childhood, as he wanted it to be perceived by others, is available to his readers in his novel The Son of a Servant
· Fall 1867: matriculated at the University of Uppsala to study medicine
· left Uppsala in 1868 to work as a schoolteacher, studied chemistry for some time at the Institute of Technology in Stockholm in preparation for medical studies, worked as a private tutor, and was an extra & tried acting at the Royal Dramatic Theater in Stockholm but failed
· a young student, before he became a writer, he worked for a while as an assistant in a chemist's shop in the university town of Lund in southern Sweden.
· became a journalist and critic for newspapers in Stockholm
· then worked as a librarian at the Royal Library in Stockholm
· married three times, to Siri von Essen (1850-1912), Frida Uhl (1872-1943), and lastly Harriet Bosse (1878-1961). Though he had children with all of them, his hypersensitive, neurotic character led to bitter divorces. Late in his life he met the young actress and painter Fanny Falkner (1890-1963) (she later wrote a book about his last years, but the exact nature of their relationship is debated).
· 1884 prosecuted for blasphemy due to his short stories titled “Marriage”
· Strindberg's relationships with women were troubled, and his legacy of words and deeds has often been interpreted as misogynist by both his contemporaries as well as modern readers. However, most acknowledge that he had uncommon insight into the hypocrisy of his society's gender expectations, sexual behavior and morality. Marriage and the family were under stress in Strindberg's lifetime as Sweden industrialized and urbanized at a rapid pace. Problems of prostitution and morality were debated heatedly amongst writers and critics as well as politicians. His early writing often dealt with the traditional roles of the sexes imposed by society, which he criticized as unjust.
· Theme of marriage prominent in his most well known work-esp. in “The Father” and “Dance of Death”

· Ibsen’s play “A Doll’s House” enraged Strindberg b/c of it’s feminist tone
· Strindberg was admired by the working classes as a radical writer. He was a Socialist (or maybe more of an Anarchist) and his daughter Karin Strindberg married Vladimir Smirnov, one of the leading Russian Bolsheviks. As for his political standpoints, Strindberg has been heavily promoted in socialist countries, such as the Soviet Union, Central and Eastern Europe and in Cuba.

· He was a multi-faceted author; often extreme. His novel The Red Room (Röda rummet) (1879) brought him fame. His early plays were written in the Naturalistic style, and his works from this time are often compared with the Norwegian playwright Henrik Ibsen. Strindberg's best-known play from this period is Miss Julie (Fröken Julie).

· Later, he underwent a time of inner turmoil known as the Inferno Period, which culminated in the production of a book written in French, Inferno.
· Afterwards he broke with Naturalism and began to produce works informed by Symbolism. He is considered one of the pioneers of the Modern European stage and Expressionism. The Dance of Death (Dödsdansen), A Dream Play (Ett drömspel) and The Ghost Sonata (Spöksonaten) are well-known plays from this period.
· He was also a telegrapher, painter, photographer and alchemist.
· On his death in 1912 from stomach cancer at the age of 63, August Strindberg was interred in the Norra begravningsplatsen in Stockholm.

· Was never awarded a Nobel Prize for literature (like Tolstoy who lived 1828-1910)

· Wide influence & source of inspiration for other artists and writers
· Some sources say he wrote more than 70 plays, as well as novels, short stories and studies of Swedish history and an autobiography (9 volumes, A Soul's Advance, 1886-1903)
Selected works:
· The Outlaw, 1871
· From Fjerdingen and Svartbäcken, short stories, 1877
· Master Olof, drama, 1872
· The Red Room, novel, 1879
· Swedish People at Work and Play, social history, 1881-1882
· The New Country, novel, 1882
· Lucky Pehr, drama, 1883
· Swedish Destiny and Adventure, I-IV, short stories, 1882-1891
· Poetry in Verse and Prose, 1883
· Sleepwalker Awakens to the Day, fiction, 1884
· Married I-II, short stories, 1884-1886
· Utopian on Reality, short stories, 1885
· Son of a Servant, I-V, autobiography, 1886-1909
· Natives of Hemsö, novel, 1887
· The Defense's Speech of a Fool, 1887-1895
· The Father, drama, 1887
· Miss Julie, drama, 1888
· The Comrades, drama, 1888
· Life of an Island Lad, short story, 1888
· Pariah, 1889
· Among French Peasants, 1889
· Creditors, drama, 1888-1889
· Inferno, novel/autobiography, 1897
· The Way to Damascus, dramatic trilogy, 1898-1902
· Gustavus Vasa, drama, 1899
· Erik XIV, drama, 1899
· The Dance of Death, 1900
· Easter, drama, 1900
· Engelbrekt, drama, 1901
· A Dream Play, drama, 1902
· Swan Blood, drama, 1902
· The Camara Plays: The Storm, The Burned House, The Pelican, The Ghost Sonata, 1907
· Merry Christmas!, a verse drama, 1909
· The great Landway, drama, 1909
