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Turgenev’s Life:
Turgenev was born into an old and wealthy family at Oryol, Russia, in the area of Russia that would later become The Ukraine, on October 28, 1818. His father Sergei Nikolaevich Turgenev, the colonel of a cavalry regiment, died when he was sixteen, leaving Turgenev and his brother Nicholas to be brought up under the care of their abusive mother, Varvara Petrovna Lutovinova, who owned large estates and many serfs. After the normal schooling for a child of a gentleman's family, Turgenev studied for a year at the University of Moscow, then the University of St Petersburg focusing on the classics, Russian literature and philology. He was finally sent in 1838 to the University of Berlin to study philosophy (mostly Hegel) and history. Turgenev was impressed with the more modern society he witnessed in Western Europe, and went back home a "Westernizer", as opposed to a "Slavophile", believing that Russia could improve itself by imitating the West and abolishing outdated institutions such as serfdom.

A family serf read to him verses from the Rossiad of Kheraskov, a celebrated poet of the eighteenth century. Turgenev's early attempts in literature, poems and sketches, had indications of genius and were favorably spoken of by Belinsky, then the leading Russian critic. During the latter part of his life, Turgenev did not reside much in Russia; he lived either at Baden-Baden or Paris, often in proximity to the family of the celebrated singer Pauline Garcia-Viardot, with whom he had a life-long affair. Turgenev never married, although he had a daughter with one of his family's serfs. Tall and broad, Turgenev's personality was timid, restrained and soft-spoken. His closest literary friend was Gustave Flaubert. His relations with his other literary friends, Leo Tolstoy and Fyodor Dostoevsky were often strained as the latter two were slavophils, clashing with Turgenev's ideas. His rocky friendship with Tolstoy in 1861 wrought such animosity that Tolstoy challenged Turgenev to a duel, afterwards apologizing. The two were silent with one another for 17 years. Dostoevsky parodied Turgenev in his 1872 novel, Demons through the character of the novelist, Karamazinov. In 1880, though at Dostoevsky's famous speech at the unveiling of the Pushkin monument brought his reconciliation with Turgenev. Turgenev occasionally visited England, and in 1879 the degree of D.C.L. was conferred upon him by the University of Oxford. He died at Bougival, near Paris, on 4 September 1883. His famous deathbed plea with his old enemy Tolstoy, "My friend, return to literature!" must've had effect on Tolstoy who around that time wrote the short works late in his career such as The Death of Ivan Ilych and The Kreutzer Sonata.

His brain was weighed in 1883 at an incredible 2021 gm (about 4.5 lbs.)
Ivan’s Career:
Turgenev made his name with A Sportsman's Sketches (Записки охотника), also known as Sketches From a Hunter's Album or Notes of a Hunter. Based on the author's own observations while sport hunting birds and hares in his mother's estate of Spasskoye, the work appeared in a collected form in 1852. In 1852, between Turgenev's Sketches and his first important novels, he wrote his now notorious obituary to his idol Gogol in the St. Petersburg Gazette. The key passage reads: "Gogol is dead!...what Russian heart is not shaken by those three words?...He is gone, that man whom we now have the right, the bitter right given to us by death, to call great." The censor of St. Petersburg did not approve of this idolatry and banned its publication, but Turgenev managed to fool the Moscow censor into printing it. These underhanded tactics landed the young writer in prison for a month, and he was forced into exile at his estate for nearly two years.

His next work was A Nest of Nobles (Дворянское гнездо)in 1859, and was followed the next year by On the Eve (Накануне), a tale which contains one of his most beautiful female characters, Helen. On the Eve (of reform), with Turgenev's portrayal of Bulgarian revolutionary Dmitri, would have been very exciting politically to many contemporaneous readers. In 1862 Fathers and Sons (Отцы и дети) was published, an admirably-structured novel in which the author famously described the revolutionary doctrines then beginning to spread in Russia. His lead character Basarov is heralded by many as one of the finest characters of the 19th century novel. 19th century Russian critics did not take to Fathers and Sons. The stinging criticism, especially from younger radicals, disappointed Turgenev and he wrote very little in the years following Fathers and Sons.

Turgenev's later novels, with their antiquated language and stilted situations, are considered inferior to his earlier efforts. Smoke (Дым) was published in 1867 and his last work of any length, Virgin Soil (Новь), was published in 1877. Aside from his longer stories, many shorter ones were produced, some of great beauty and full of subtle psychological analysis, such as Torrents of Spring (Вешние воды), First Love, Asya and others. These were later collected into three volumes. His last works were Poetry in Prose and Clara Milich, which appeared in the European Messenger. Turgenev is considered one of the great Victorian novelists, ranked with Thackeray, Hawthorne, and Henry James, though his style was much different from these American and British writers. Turgenev has often been compared to his Russian contemporaries, Leo Tolstoy and Feodor Dostoevsky, who wrote novels about some of the same issues. A melancholy tone pervades his writings, a morbid self-analysis. Turgenev portrayed realistically the peasantry and the rising intelligentsia in its attempt to move the country into a new age like that of the Western world. 
Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About 19th Century Russian Literature
At the beginning of the 19th century much of Western Europe viewed Russia as hopelessly backward--even Medieval. It was considered more a part of Asia than an outpost of European thought. During the first half of the century, indeed, peasants (called "serfs") were still treated as the property of their feudal masters and could be bought and sold, though they had a few more rights than slaves. Russian serfs gained their freedom only in 1861, two years before the American Emancipation Proclamation.

However, the nobility of Russia had looked to the West for ideals and fashions since the early 18th Century, when Peter the Great had instituted a series of reforms aimed at modernizing the country. Russian aristocrats traveled extensively in Western Europe and adopted French as the language of polite discourse. They read French and English literature and philosophy, followed Western fashions, and generally considered themselves a part of modern Europe. 

St. Petersburg was created the new capital of Russia in 1721, and remained the most Westernized of Russian cities. Indeed, Dostoyevsky was to consider it an alien presence in the land, spiritually vacuous compared to the old Russian capital of Moscow.

The German-born czarina Catherine the Great, who reigned from 1762 to 1796, corresponded with Voltaire and fancied herself an Enlightenment monarch; but her plans for liberal reforms came to nothing, and she became better known as vainglorious autocrat. 

Despite the general backwardness of Russian society, its openness to the West (briefly interrupted by Napoleon's 1812 invasion) had profound influences on its literature throughout the 19th Century. The first great national author of Russia, Alexander Pushkin (1799-1837)--despite his celebration of Russian history and folklore--was profoundly influenced by such English writers as Shakespeare, Byron and Scott. Although he plays a role in Russian literature comparable to that of Goethe in Germany or even Shakespeare in England, his works were little known abroad during his lifetime. 

It was Ivan Turgenev (1818-1883)--who lived and wrote for many years in Europe and was profoundly Western in his outlook--that first brought Russian literature to the attention of European readers, but at the cost of often being considered an alien in his own land.

It was the twin giants Leo Tolstoy and Fyodor Dostoyevsky whose work exploded out of Russia in the 1870s to overwhelm Europeans with their imaginative and emotional power. To many readers it must have seemed as if this distant, obscure country had suddenly leaped to the forefront of contemporary letters. Both were profoundly influenced both by European Romanticism and Realism, but their fiction offered characters more complex and impassioned than those Europeans were used to. 

What Was Going Down During Ivan’s Life:

1818:

· March 11 - Mary Shelley's Frankenstein is published. 

· March 22 - Easter Sunday falls on its earliest possible date. The next time Easter will fall this early: 2285. 

· April 4 - The U.S. Congress adopts the flag of the United States as having 13 red and white stripes and one star for each state (20 stars) with additional stars to be added whenever a new state is added to the Union.

· December 3 - Illinois is admitted as the 21st U.S. state.

1855:

· Turgenev writes “A Month In The Country”
1859:

· Charles Darwin publishes “The Origin of The Species”

1860:

· Anton Chekhov is born in Russia
1863-1865:

· The U.S. is involved in The Civil War
1861: 
· March 3 - Tsar Alexander II signs the Emancipation Manifesto freeing Russian slaves from serfdom, although it takes years for many serfs to receive their new freedom
1883: 

· February 28 - The first vaudeville theater is opened, in Boston, Massachusetts. 

· May 24 - Brooklyn Bridge is opened to traffic after 13 years of construction. 

· May 30 - In New York City, a rumor that the Brooklyn Bridge was going to collapse causes a stampede which crushes twelve people. 

Other important dates in Russian History:
· The Revolution of 1917 brought the Bolsheviks to power and Russia fell under communism
· Communism falls in 1991 creating the twelve separate states of Russia, Ukraine, Moldova, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Georgia and Turkmenistan. 
Synopsis of the play:

The story takes place on the country estate of Arkady Islayev and is a tale of overlapping love triangles and the effects that they have on a family. Arkady’s wife, Natalya is the central character, who falls for the new tutor of her young son, Belyayev to the dismay of her attendant Raitkin, who has been in love with Natalya for years. The situation is heightened by the fact that Vera, a young girl that Natalya has taken in and cared for, also one of her attendings, falls in love for the new tutor as well.  However the family doctor and friend, Shipgelsky, has informed Natalya that her neighbor is interested in marrying Vera, despite her young age. Natalya presents the idea to Vera, who accuses Natalya of trying to get her out of the way of Belyayev.  Natalya realizes she is right and that although it tortures her, Belyayev must leave, as well as her long-time attendant and friend Raitkin who will never win Natalya’s love. Vera still upset at Natalya’s attempt to marry her off to an older “boring” man and crushed by Belyayev’s unreciprocated  love, decides to leave the family’s estate as well.  The story is woven more intricatly by Arkady’s mother, who lives with the family as well as her, attendant Lizaveta, who is ultimately pursued by the family doctor, Shiplegsky.
The play depicts the lives of upper class Russian citizens in the 19th century. It shows the major separation of the family patriarch and his family, which was very common at the time. Arkady plays a very small role in the play, only appearing in the evenings for dinner and when he sees his wife is distressed about something, even then he is little consolation and has minimal interaction with her. It’s apparent in the play that privileged persons of this society often maintained more personal, intimate relationships with their attendants and help than with their actually family members. 
