Ivan Sergeyevich Turgenev 

(Russian: Ива́н Серге́евич Турге́нев 

IPA: [ɪˈvan sʲɪrˈgʲejɪvʲɪtɕ tʊrˈgʲenʲɪf]) 

November 9, 1818- September 3, 1883

His Life:


Turgenev was born into a landed and wealthy family in Oryol, Russia, on November 9, 1818. His father Sergei Nikolaevich Turgenev, a colonel in the Imperial Russian cavalry, died when Ivan was sixteen, leaving Turgenev and his brother Nicholas to be brought up by their abusive mother, Varvara Petrovna Lutovinova. After the standard schooling, Turgenev studied for one year at the University of Moscow and then moved to the University of St Petersburg, focusing 
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on the classics, Russian literature and philology. He was sent in 1838 to the University of Berlin to study philosophy (particularly Hegel) and history. During the latter part of his life, Turgenev did not reside much in Russia; he lived either at Baden-Baden or Paris, often in proximity to the family of the celebrated singer Pauline Garcia-Viardot, with whom he had a life-long affair.


Turgenev never married, although he had a daughter with one of his family's serfs. Tall and broad, Turgenev's personality was timid, restrained and soft-spoken.


He died at Bougival, near Paris, on 3 September 1883.

Most Famous Works:

Plays


▪ 
1846/1852 - Fortune's Fool

▪ 
1855/1872 - A Month in the Country
Novels


▪ 
1857 - Rudin

▪ 
1859 - A Nest of Nobles


▪ 
1862 - Fathers and Sons
Short Stories


▪ 
1850 - The Diary of a Superfluous Man

▪ 
1852 - The Hunter's Sketches
Literary Influences:

▪ Gustav Flaubert- Madam Bovary. Also    




Turgenev’s BFF

▪ Alexander Pushkin- Boris Godunov
▪ Henrik Ibsen (Peer Gynt, A Doll’s House)

▪ Leo Tolstoy- Anna Karenina, War & Peace
▪ Fyodor Dostoyevsky- Crime & Punishment
Contemporary Art:

▪ 1828-1882-  Dante Gabriel Rossetti. Astarte Syriaca 

▪ 1832-1883- Edouard Manet. Olympia

▪ 1746-1828- Francisco de la Goya. The 3rd of May

▪ 1798-1863- Eugene Delacroix. Liberty Leading the People

Contemporary Music:

▪ 1792- 1868- Rossini

▪ 1797-1848- Danizetti

▪ 1797-1828- Schubert

▪ 1813-1901- Verdi

▪ 1813 1883- Wagner

Important History (1818-1883): 

Foreign Politics

-Russo-Persian War (1826-1828). Russia loses and then retakes disputed areas in Northern Iran

-Russo-Turkish War (1828-1829). Russia granted eastern shore of Black Sea, mouth of Danube, and what is now present day Georgia and Armenia

- Crimean War (1853-1856) Russia disputes France’s sovereignty of the Holy Land. Fights Britain, France and Ottoman Empire. Russia ends up losing some territory.

Domestic Politics

-Decemberist Revolt (1826). An uprising against Tsar Nicholas’ ascension to power after his brother Constantine removed himself from succession.

-November Uprising (1831). An armed rebellion against the Russian rule in Poland; resistance was crushed.

Science

-The Origin of the Species (1859) Charles Darwin, Theory of Evolution.

-Mendelian Inheritance (1865) - Mendel creates the Law of Segregation and Law of -Independent assortment- examinations on the sources of hereditary traits

-Mendeleev creates the Periodic Table

Philosophy

-Hegel- Greatly influenced Turgenev.

- Soren Kierkegaard (anti Hegelianism)

Themes in his writing: 

Turgenev believed that it would benefit Russia to join Europe in cultural progression. His western education as well as a strong “serf” influence in his childhood (partially raised by serfs) greatly influenced his opinions and writing. His opinionated sketches even landed him in jail for a month in 1852. Though politically driven his “stock” theme was love. Also Turgenev was influenced by painter, Dante Gabriel Rossetti’s female subjects, his heroines were creatures of passion, not sensibility; they have been defiant and exultant, not carefully resigned.” Turgenev played a huge part in developing the 19th century iconic representation of the femme fatale. Turgenev even created his sensual female characters to be endowed with the same erotic physical features Rossetti gave to his female subjects.

Summary- A Month In The Country
Natalya Petrovna, once wooed and won over by the rich landowner Arkady Sergeyevich, has now suffered a long and frustrating marriage.  She has taken comfort in the love of Michel, a family friend, but even he has come to represent the same kind of boredom Natalya finds with her doting husband.  Instead, it is Aleksey, her son’s dashing 21-year-old tutor, whom Natalya now desires. Natalya’s beautiful and energetic ward Vera, though, can’t help but compete for Aleksey’s affections, being so close to him in age.  How to position herself between Aleksey and Vera, then, becomes Natalya’s obsession during the hot summer days, and when she learns that a neighboring landowner wants to marry Vera, Natalya seizes the chance to remove the only obstacle between her and seducing away the young Aleksey.  Heartbreaking though the consequences may be for Vera – her suitor, you see, is almost 60 – Natalya goes to increasingly dangerous ends to encourage the match while simultaneously wooing Aleksey.  Risking her home, her marriage and even the only man who’s ever sworn to stand by her, proves to be too much.  Abandoned in the end by everyone but her husband, Natalya’s situation comes to represent the thoroughly modern predicament of never being satisfied with what one has.

