Text Analysis
Mary Ruth Baggot

Ben Bartolone

James Bligh

11/5/07

Christ, we’re dying by inches! For what? For the debutant-ees to have their sweet comin’ out parties in the Ritz! Poppa’s got a daughter she’s gotta get her picture in the papers. Christ, they make ‘em with our blood. Joe said it. Slow death or fight. It’s war!

STRIKE!

--   Agate
Waiting for Lefty 

by 

Clifford Odets
Characters
Harry Fatt -- the crooked union boss
Gunman -- protects Fatt from his own union members
Joe -- one of many down and out cab drivers, married to Edna
Edna – a frustrated woman who inspires her husband, married to Joe
Miller – an enthusiastic but moral lab assistant

Fayette -- an ‘industrialist’ government employee

Florence – a young woman in love with Sid
Irving – Florence’s disapproving brother
Sid – a poor cab driver, in love with Florence
Clayton – a crooked union member, a scab
Voice – Clayton’s moral brother
Dr. Barnes – a sympathetic older doctor
Dr. Benjamin – a younger doctor fighting anti-semitism
Agate – a frustrated union member and enthusiastic rouser
“I don’t say one man, I say a hundred, a thousand, a whole million, I say.” 
 -Edna
Synopsis
All of these characters, through completely different circumstances, end up at a union rally. While their corrupt union boss tries to convince them not to strike, eventually one of them stands up and gets everyone fired up into a taxi driver’s strike. Amidst all the commotion, we see each episode that leads up to this rally played out before us. 
Themes

-- poverty

-- taking action

-- abuse of power
-- fighting abuse of power

-- dignity

-- individuality

-- realism

Slang Of The Times
Ducky – an older version of the term ‘peachy-keen’

Palooka—someone who takes a dive in boxing, a dolt
Bull-thrower—bull-shitter

Marxism- Karl Marx, Russian Summary 
(public ownership good, private ownership bad, private property bad, capitalism/corporations bad, metanarratives bad, cyclical view of time, history viewed as purely economic)

The Communist Manifesto reflects an attempt to explain the goals of Communism, as well as the theory underlying this movement. It argues that class struggles, or the exploitation of one class by another, are the motivating force behind all historical developments. Class relationships are defined by an era's means of production. However, eventually these relationships cease to be compatible with the developing forces of production. At this point, a revolution occurs and a new class emerges as the ruling one. This process represents the "march of history" as driven by larger economic forces. 
Modern Industrial society in specific is characterized by class conflict between the bourgeoisie and proletariat. 

---- Social Realism was broadly accepted during the depression in 1930s in United States. The government used art to sell its political programs during the 30s and 40s. President Roosevelt sought to use the power and resources of the federal government to help those in need during the depression. His administration's decision had a precedent in Mexico, where the revolutionary government that took control in 1921 employed artists to help forge a national cultural identity. The American painters Ben Shahn, Leon Bibel, and the Mexican painters (muralists)José Clemente Orozco and Diego Rivera are all examples of Social Realists.
  In Paris, shortly after the end of the WWII, many artists of left-wing focused on depicting the dramatic conditions of working-class lives, their social plight, but workers, builders, men and women, capable of building a better world. In that group were Pablo Picasso, Eduard Pignon, Andre Fougeron, Fernand Leger, Paul Rebeyrolle, Bernard Buffet, and Francis Gruber.
common in communist countries




Timeline

1914-1918-World War I
1917-1921Russian Revolution
1921- treaty of versailles levies huge reparations against germany and its allies
1925"Monkey Trial" of John T. Scopes in Tennessee after he teaches evolution in his classroom
1929- stock markets crash, signally the start of the great depression in the united states and world-wide. 
--The national unemployment rate reached a peak of 25% in 1933, and since everyone needed work, employers were able to reduce wages drastically.
1931- The Group Theatre was a New York City theater collective formed by Harold Clurman, Cheryl Crawford and Lee Strasberg 
1933 Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany  (chemical gas)
Franklin Delano Roosevelt becomes President of the United States the "new deal"
federal insurance of banks (to prevent panics of massive withdrawals leading to bankruptcy and hyper-inflation)
1933 National Industrial Recovery Act, which boosted industrial wages and promoted workers' unions
1936-1939-Spanish Civil War 
1939 Nazi holocaust murders Jews, other minorities
1939-1945-World War II
1940Winston Churchill
1942-Nuclear Reactor
1945Atomic Bomb
1945- united nations is formed (WWII ends)
1947-Holography
1948Gandhi is assassinated 
1948-Israel-Arab conflicts
1949- Mao Tse Tung declares the Communist People's Republic of China 
1950-Start of Chinese Communist attack on Buddhism
1950-1953-Korean War
1954- segretation in u.s. schools made illegal
