1903- Wright brothers fly first motorized airplane.

1905- Einstein announces theory of relativity.

1907- Picasso introduces cubism with Les Demoiselles d’Avignon
1909- Ionesco born.

1911- Rutherford discovers structure of atom.

1913- The Red Tower, Giorgio de Chirico.  Ford developes first moving assembly line.

1914- WWI begins.  

1916- Sanger founds international birth control movement.

1917- First Edition of pulication Dada, Tristan Tzara, Zurich; Fountain, Marcel Duchamp, Lenin leads Bolshevik Revolution.

1918- Armistice signed and war ends.  Global “Spanish Flu” pandemic. Nazi party begins to form in Germany.

1919- Hoch Cut with the Kitchen Knife, Hannah Hoch
1921- The Elephant Celebes, Max Ernst, RroseSelavy, Art Direction by Marcel Duchamp, photographed by Man Ray

Early 1920’s- Surrealism developes, Ionesco experiences life changing out-of-body experience.

1922- Joyce’s Ulysses published

1924- La Revelution Surrealiste, Automatic Drawing, Andre Masson

1925- Ionesco returns to Romania with father after parents’ divorce

1927- Farnsworth demonstrates working model of a television; Lemaitre proposes big bang theory
1928- The Treachery of Images, This is not a Pipe, Rene Margritte, Flemming discovers Penicillin, Ionesco begins studies of French Literature

1929- Hubble proposes theory of expanding universe; US stock market crash precipitates global depression, giving Nazis the opportunity to seize power in Germany

1931- The Persistence of Memory, Salvador Dali, Elegii pentru finite mici (poetry)

1933- Hitler takes office and the holocaust begins to spread

1934- Nu (essay)

1935- Hugoliade (essay)

1936- Ionesco marries Rodico Burileanu

1938- Ionesco returns to France to finish doctoral thesis

1939- Hitler invades Poland, WWII begins

1942- Indefinite Divisibility, Yves Tanguy, 

1944- Ionesco returns to Paris after its liberation and his daughter is born.

1945- first electronic computer, WWII ends

1946- Cold War begins

1947- Gandhi’s civil disobedience movement leads to an independent India

1948- Ionesco writes his first play, La Cantatrice Chauve
1949- Communist victory in China under Mao Zedong, Ionesco learns English

1950- The Bald Soprano; Salutations, Joins a group of avant-garde writers
1950’s- Abstract impressionism introduced.

1951- Ionesco’s The Lesson

1952- The Chairs
1953- DNA’s structure discovered; The Leader; Victims of Duty; Maid to Marry
1954- How to Get Rid of It

1955- Jack, or the Submission, The New Tenant, The Picture
1956- Improvisation, or The Shepherd’s Chameleon, La Vase (novel)

1957- Russia launches first satellite, The Future is in Eggs
1958- The Killer, La Tragedie du lagage (essay), Experience du Theatre (essay)

1959- Hominid fossils uncovered, Ionesco receives Tours festival prize for film, Foursome, Rhinocerous, Discours sur l’avant-garde (essay)

1960- Apprendre a Marcher
1961- A Stroll in the Air (story)

1962- Exit the King,  Frenzy for Two or More, Notes et Contre-notes (essay), The Colonel’s photograph and Other Stories (short stories)

1963- Ionesco receives Prix Italia prize, A Stroll in the Air
1964- Hunger and Thirst
1966- Ionesco receives Society of Authors Theatre prize, La Lacune, Fragments of a Journal (essay)
1969- The Continuous Movement, Endre Rozsda, Armstorng and Aldrin walk on the moon, Ionesco receives Grand Prix National and Monaco Grand Prix prizes, Decouvertes (essay)

1970- Ionesco made member of Academie Francaise and wins Austrian State Prize for European Literature, Killing Game
1972- Macbett
1973- Ionesco receives Jerusalem Prize, The Hermit (novel)

1977- Man With Bags, Antidotes (essay)

1980- Smallpox eradicated, Journeys Among the Dead
1981- Scientists identify AIDS

1989- Fall of Communism in Eastern Europe

1991- Breakup of Soveit union, apartheid ends in South Africa.

1994- Ionesco dies

