Aristophanes’  Lysistrata
“A man may learn wisdom even from a foe.”  
- Aristophanes
Aristophanes .448 B.C.–c.388 B.C., Greek playwright, Athenian comic poet, greatest of the ancient writers of comedy. His plays, the only full extant samples of the Greek Old Comedy, mix political, social, and literary satire. The direct attack on persons, the severity of invective, and the burlesque extravagances made the plays fitting for the festival of Dionysus. Aristophanes was conservative in all things, hence he distrusted sophistry and Socrates alike, satirized Euripides' art as degenerate, and deplored the tendency to excessive imperialism that ruined Athens in the Syracusan expedition. The typical plan of an Aristophanic comedy is simple—the protagonist undertakes seriously some preposterous project, and the play is an elaboration of his success or failure. Despite the absurdity of the situation, Aristophanes' characters are real as types; their verisimilitude comes from their perfectly natural behavior in unnatural circumstances. Aristophanes' Greek is exceptionally beautiful, and many of his choruses are among the finest lyric pieces in Greek literature. His careful diction and his ability to characterize in a few words are remarkable, and he shows himself especially astute in his parodies of Euripides.
Aristophanes is the only representative of Old Comedy whose work we have in complete form. Old Comedy had been performed for 60 years prior to Aristophanes, and in his time, as shown in his work, Old Comedy was changing. Aristophanes wrote comedies from 427-386 B.C., which gives us approximate dates for his life: (c. 448-385 B.C.). Unfortunately, we know very little about Aristophanes, although he lived in Athens during periods of turmoil, beginning his writing career after the death of Pericles.

Aristophanes knew Socrates and poked fun at him in The Clouds, as an example of a sophist. Aristophanes appears in Plato's Symposium, as well. 
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The Theater of Dionysus, on the south side of the Acropolis, where Aristophanes' plays were premiered
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The setting of the Lysistrata requires at least one door in the skene representing the Propylaea, the monumental gateway to the Athenian Acropolis. All the action of the play takes place in front of this background.

An unusual aspect of the production of the Lysistrata is the use of two choruses, one of old men and the other of old women. The conflict between these two choruses forms an important part of the action of the play. In addition, there is a chorus of Spartans and a chorus of Athenians in the exodos.
In classical drama, the skene was the background building to which was connected the platform stage, in which were stored the costumes and to which the periaktoi (painted panels serving as the background) was connected. In Greek theatre, the skene consisted of three doors that the actors could come in and out of to change or to get a different mask.
Of the 40 plays written by Aristophanes, 11 survive.
The Acharnians (425 B.C.), an attack on the Peloponnesian War 
The Knights (424), a political satire on the demagoguery of the period 
The Clouds (423), a satire on the sophists and on Socrates
The Wasps (422), a satire on the Athenian passion for litigation

The Peace (421), a defense of the Peace of Nicias 
The Birds (414), an escape into an amazing imaginary kingdom

Lysistrata (411), in which the Athenian women boycott their husbands to end a war

The Thesmophoriazusae or The Women at Demeter's Festival (411), in which the women conspire to ruin Euripides because of his misogyny

The Frogs (405), a literary satire involving Aeschylus and Euripides 
The Ecclesiazusae or The Women in Politics (c.392), in which the women take over the government 
Plutus (388), in which the blind god of wealth recovers his eyesight and distributes the gifts of fortune more equitably.
Quotes from Aristophanes’ plays

“High thoughts must have high language.”
Aristophanes, Frogs, 405 B.C.
“Shall I crack any of those old jokes, master,
At which the audience never fail to laugh?”
Aristophanes, Frogs, 405 B.C.
“You have all the characteristics of a popular politician: a horrible voice, bad breeding, and a vulgar manner.”
Aristophanes, Knights, 424 B.C.
“A man's homeland is wherever he prospers.”
Aristophanes, Plutus, 388 B.C.
“Under every stone lurks a politician.” 

Aristophanes, Thesmophoriazusae, 410 B.C.
“Let each man exercise the art he knows.” 

Aristophanes, Wasps, 422 B.C.
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