PEOPLE’S COURT presents WOYZECK:

An Educational Mini-play

By Kane Prestenback

Additional material and research by Courtney Shaw and Aaron Thompson

Originally performed in the Circle in the Square Theatre School room 102 on October 22, 2007 during Text Analysis.

Original Cast:

Anchorman/Announcer, Bailiff, Defense, Woyzeck………………… Kane Prestenback

Judge, Enthusiastic Theatergoer, Court Reader/Marie………………….Courtney Shaw

Prosecution, Buchner, Court Reader/Drum Major/Andres……………Aaron Thompson

(law and order theme music.)

(peoples court music)

Anchorman: (over V.O.) The date: some time in the 1830’s.  The place: in and around a german town where troops are garrisoned. this is People’s Court.

(end music)

Bailiff: All rise. Court is now in session. Case number 1B1022. Text Analysis vs. Woyzeck. Judge Larry Gleason is unable to fulfill his regular duties to preside over court today due to being called for jury duty on this very case, so The honorable Judge Courtney Shaw, is now presiding.

(Enter judge.) 

(People’s Court theme music)

Judge: 

Thank you bailiff. (to jury)now, good people, you may be seated. Good morning, members of the jury. Before we get to the case, we have some business to take care of. I know it has been a trying case so far. I know we have spent hours upon hours hearing testimony after testimony. I urge you to keep focused. You have been sequestered all this time, and I am sure the disconnect from your family and friends is taking its toll. Rest assured, if you stay on course, hopefully justice will be served and our ends will be met.

Now before we get on with the trial, I am feeling a bit generous. I sympathize with the fact that you have been sequestered all this time, and as such, you may not be aware of some of the current events affecting us at this time. Allow me:

(insert current event info

4) A backdrop of the play: an historical timeline describing what was going on in each of the other major arts (painting, music, literature), sciences, politics/government (especially as it pertains to the playwright’s own country) and society;)

Now that that is out of the way, defense, the floor is yours.

(The defense is kind and gentle)

defense:

Thank you your honor. I would like to submit to the jury evidence that we shall call Exhibit A. Each of the members of the jury should be receiving a handout… as well as a very special little snack of sorts included from yours truly…

pros:

OBJECTION!

Judge:

The prosecution objects. Very well, Mr. Thompson. What is it?

pros:

The defense is CLEARLY trying to bribe the jury by including sugary substances such as donuts with the handouts? How does that support his argument?

Judge:

(to defense) 

prosecution is right, I cant allow you to pass out any sort of treats with your handouts. You will have to support your argument solely off of artistic and academic merit. Objection sustained.

defense:

Very well then. I’m sorry ladies and gentlemen of the jury. You will have to make due without the donuts. However by now I hope that all of you have in your hands a copy of Exhibit A. This document outlines all the major points in the required guidelines. It is approximately One or two sheets, back and front, about 20 copies. It also may include some unusual terms/definitions that may help to clarify some things.

pros:

OBJECTION! Clearly defense is PLAIGARIZING! His entire speech just now was practically verbatim from the text analysis presentations round one handout!

Judge:

Normally I would agree with you, Mr. Thompson, but since this is NOT my court, and I am merely standing in for his great and powerful wonderful awesome high almighty honorable judge gleason, I must run the court as he would, and in that case I will certainly allow the plagiarism. Objection overruled.

(the prosecuting attorney is visibly and audibly angry)

defense:

Now that that is out of the way, I would like to call to the stand …GEORG BUCHNER.

(peoples court sound effect)

Announcer: (in V.O) Georg Buchner is an expert on the subject of Woyzeck. He wrote the play around 1836.. Woyzeck has become one of the most performed and influential plays in the German theatre repertory. He also bears a remarkable resemblance to the prosecuting attorney.

(prosectuiton lawyer morphs into buchner and takes the stand.)

judge:

Please place your hand on this hardcover edition of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows and state the Gryffindor motto:

Buchner:

Draco dormiens nunquam titillandus.

(buchner takes a seat in the witness stand)

defense: 

good day mr buchner. I just have a few questions for you. First would you mind pronouncing your name for us. I want to make sure that the court cleric gets it down phonetically.

Buch: 

Yes. It is pronounced george buechner.

Def:

Very good then. Now then Mr. Buchner, when were you born?

Buch:

October 17 1813.

Def: 

and where would that be.

Buch: 

Goddelau… it’s a small town in hessen germany.

Def: 

Mr. Buchner, is there anything in your childhood that you would like to share with the jury.

Buch: 

well, my father was a scientist AND rationalist. He was an atheist and an ex military surgeon. He primed me and my five siblings from an early age with a scientific approach to the world.

Def: 

and some would say that manifested itself later on in the sharp, realistic, and critical nature of your writing, is that so?

Buch: 

indeed.

Def: 

Did your mother have an impact?

Buch: 

yes. My mother. Caroline. She introduced me to… poetry. And music. And folk song.

Def: 

please, do go on…

Buch: 

I grew up in a stable, pleasant household with an interest in Shakespeare and Goethe as well as politics.. I began medical training at the university of Strasbourg in 1831-

Def: 

at 18?

Buch: 

yes. 

Def: 

well this must have delighted your father…. Except?

Buch: 

except, I met minna. Minna jaegle. The daughter of my pastor landlord. We fell in love. And became secretly engaged.

Def: 

and in 1833?

Buch: 

Two years later I transferred to Giessen, where I began to study philosophy and history. And because I was separated from my fiancée and isolated in this provincial town, I became depressed. 

Def: 

Which propelled you into action?

Buch: 

YES! It was there that I became embroiled in the political arena, helping plot a conspiracy against the Hessian government. In an attempt to urge the peasants to rebel against the prevailing social order, I published “The Hessian Messenger”, a political pamphlet that well… made me quite famous for lack of a better word.

Def: 

so, Because of your radical political involvement, you were forced to flee Germany altogether… and where did you go?

Buch: 

Strasbourg. After settling there, my political fervor sort of relinquished. I developed a politically-disillusioned outlook. It manifested itself deeply in my first play, Danton's Death, which I completed in January 1835.

Def: 

and in my notes here it says that your focus then shifted from medicine to natural sciences. You also translated two plays by victor hugo, and composed a biographical study of the writer Lenz. Your second play, leonce and lena, was written for a competition, right?

Buch: 

yes. That’s right. But I did not submit it on time.

Def: 

oh that’s too bad.

Buch: 

yes. Too bad. BUT While in Zurich, around 1836, I was preparing to be a researcher and teacher at the university. And I was good. Very good.

Def: 

and it was around then that you began working on WOYZECK.

Buch: 

yes. 1836.

Def: 

and it appears that the work is incomplete. In fact, it is almost fragmentary. As though you stopped writing it… in 1837. why is that?

Buch: 

well… I died.

Def: 

you died?

Buch: 

yes.

Def: 

so im talking to a dead guy?

Buch: 

yes. I got a cold. In February of 1837. and I got typhus. 17 days of illness, fiancée at my bedside, blablabla… and I died. February 19.

Def: 

only 23 years old. Your final play then was completed and published in the late 1870’s when Karl Franzos interpreted the original four remaing drafts. Before I continue, have you ever considered yourself a playwright?

Buch: 

no.

Def: 

yet, your work today is looked at as the beginning of modern drama, are you aware of that?

Buch: 

no… im dead. Im not aware of much. Do they call me one of those good for nothing literary movements of my time? I have NO PATIENCE for romanticism or any of those other trends… they draw the focus away from the raw nature of life. Except sturm und drang. That would be okay.

Def: 

no. no. it’s as if you created a new form of theatre. In fact Woyzeck has been compared to Hamlet in its melancholic outlook and the calculating, mumbling madness of its protagonist.

Buch: (he is elated)

ME? Compared to Shakespeare!!! I am not worthy of untying his shoes!

Def: 

and there is a common agreement that your work was well ahead of its time. You precipitated literary movements including: "Naturalism, Social Realism, Psychological Irrationalism, Expressionism, and Existential Theatre.”

Buch: 

good to know.

Def: (to judge)

No further questions.

Judge: 

you may step down mr buchner.

I would like to call a short recess. I ask that the jury remain seated during this recess, as rusty the bailiff will be passing out your meals.

(peoples court theme)

Announcer: peoples court will return after these short messages.

(during these messages, rusty the bailiff is passing out a single hard pea and tiny cups of apple juice to the jury)

Enthusiastic Theatregoer: (throughout the speech, the theatergoer, is holding a card, presumably advertising the 1913 production of woyzeck. The ad shows what the actors would have worn, what the current styles in fashion were, visuals of actual productions.)
HEY YOU!! Do you like DRAMA!!! I’m sure you do! Well come on down to the residenz theater in munich germany, in 1913 and see the first ever production of WOYZECK!! Look… don’t these pictures look exciting! That’s right, a never before produced play is getting its first stageing! I know that a drama concerns the dehumanising effects of doctors, the military, and women on a young man's life is certainly MY  kind of idea of a FUN EVENING OUT! Commentary on social conditions as well as an exploration of complex themes such as poverty? COUNT ME IN! A revolve, with nightmarish black curtains and very few props!! WOO! I just can’t wait til 1925, when they make it an OPERA!

(audio exit of opera music into people’s court theme)
Announcer: (vo)

we now return to peoples court…

Judge: 

I would like to return the court to order. I hope the jury enjoyed their daily meal ration of peas and you have retained the urine samples that rusty has so kindly passed out during the break.

Now if the prosecution would like to call a witness.

Pros: 

I would like to call WOYZECK!

(people’s court theme)

Announcer: (vo)

Woyzeck is described as "a military barber," Woyzeck is the play's title character and protagonist. He is of low economic status. He is an archetype of human suffering… who bears a striking resemblance to the defense attorney!

(woyzeck takes the stand.)

Pros:
Well well… here you are. On the stand at last. 

(to jury)ladies and gentlemen of the jury, Im going to tell you a story… about our friend here… woyzeck. 

(to woyzeck)lets see if any if it is familiar to you!

Woyz: 

but u cant do that. That’s leading the jury.

Judge: 

ill allow it. We only have 25 minutes!

Pros: 
now then… woyzeck. Is any of this familiar? We encounter Woyzeck with his friend, Andres, in an open field outside the town. Woyzeck is having violent, apocalyptic visions and thinks that he hears voices. Next, we meet Marie, his wife. She is sitting with her child by the window, watching the military marching band go by and admiring the Drum-Major. The next day, Woyzeck and Marie visit a fair where they are drawn into a Showman's booth. The Drum-Major spies Marie and is attracted to her instantly.

Some days later, Marie sits with her child on her lap, admiring a pair of gold earrings that the Drum-Major gave her. When Woyzeck arrives, she lies and says that she found them. Our focus switches to Woyzeck, who is shaving the Officer. The latter mocks him egotistically, telling him he has no morals or virtue. Meanwhile, Marie and the Drum-Major meet in secret, to gratify their sexual urges. At the Doctor's office, the Doctor scolds Woyzeck for urinating in the street, since he could have used the urine for experimental tests. He is studying the effects of a peas-only diet on Woyzeck's physical and mental health. 

Is this true so far?

Woyz: 
whats it to you?
PROS:
I want to know!
woyz: 
what do you want!
pros: 
I want the truth!
woyz: 
YOU CANT HANDLE THE TRUTH!

Judge: 
settle down… prosecutor if you will continue.

PROS:
Presumably some days later, The Officer tells Woyzeck of Marie and the Drum-Major's affair. Woyzeck confronts Marie, who becomes defensive and dodges his accusations. When Woyzeck joins the other soldiers at the inn, he sees Marie and the Drum-Major dancing and becomes enraged. 

Woyzeck hurries off to the inn. There, he whistles insubordinately at the Drum-Major, who beats him up and leaves him bleeding. In the next scene, woyzeck buys a knife. 

In the next scene, Marie sits with Grandmother and a group of girls on the steps to her house. the Grandmother tells a 'black fairy tale' about an orphan boy who found life empty and was miserable and lonely for all eternity. Woyzeck arrives and leads Marie outside the town. When she tries to get away, he stabs her repeatedly before the sounds of townspeople approaching scare him away. 

But he is forced to return to the crime scene in search of the knife. He throws the knife in a pond and then, deciding it is not deep enough, wades in after it to throw it deeper. 

WOYz: 
ENOUGH!
Pros: 
oh but there is more!! Whats the matter cant take it!
WOYZ: 
there is no more!
pros: 
but there is!
judge: 
Mr. Thompsopn, please…
pros: 
but there is MORE. Sure there is some differing of opinion with what happens next! But I have to tell it! IM GOING TO TELL MORE
judge: 
prosecutor, u are out of order.
pros: 
IM OUT OF ORDER? YOURE OUT OF ORDER! THIS WHOLE COURTROOM IS OUT OF ORDER!
judge: 
THAT’S ENOUGH! Take a seat, Mr. Thompson. The prosecution rests. Mr. Woyzeck, you may step down. (he does so.) I have the rest of the documents right here.

(the judge reads from the “document”.)

In the play's last scene, a Policeman addresses various townspeople including the Doctor and a Judge. He says simply: "A good murder, a proper murder, a lovely murder, as lovely a murder as anyone could wish, we've not had a murder like this for years."

(to jury) Let the court acknowledge that this trial scene is claimed by some to have been part of the original conception, but the fragment as left by Büchner ends with Woyzeck disposing of the knife in the pond, and most renditions extrapolate this with him drowning while trying to clean himself of the blood after having dumped the knife in deep waters.

Now Mr. Thompson, due to your outburst, you will not get to make any closing statements. defense, we have just enough time for your rebuttal.

Def:

Yes your honor. I think the best way for me to summarize the case thus far is to call on two additonal witnesses, and have them reenact several key momenrs. This will help the jury to understand the open, episodic form of the play. Defense calls the court readers to assist me in this. Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, in these scenes, I shall portray Woyzeck, and the court reader who bears a striking resemblance to the prosecution shall alternate characters, first the drum major, then andres. The reader that resembles the judge shall reenact Marie. Now then, if it pleases the court:

(a reading of scenes 14/15/and 21, with law and order gavel sound effect in between each scene. Upon completion of the scene, shaw returns as the judge.)

Judge:

Thank you Mr. Prestenback, that was certainly an enlightening exercise. Now ladies and gentlemen of the jury, you have heard the arguments. I am going to ask that in a moment you will return to your holding room to discuss the case and ask any questions you may have. We will reconvene at a later date. Court dismissed.

(peoples court music)

Announcer: (vo)

This ends today’s episode of people’s court. Was the jury sufficiently entertained? Did the attorneys get their arguments in in under the 25 minute limit? Will Judge Larrt Gleason comment on any mispronuncations of german words? To find out, tune in next time to : THE PEOPLE”S COURT.

(doink doink sound)

end
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